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PREFACE 


The  author  of  the  following  pages  has  long  been 
convinced  that  Religion  is  too  much  mystified  by 
those  who  write  and  preach  on  the  subject,  and 
profess  to  illustrate  its  doctrines.  Under  such 
teachers  it  has  a  very  forbidding  aspect  to  the 
young  and  thoughtless^  who  can  perceive  nothing 
lovely  or  inviting  in  its  form  and  character.  If 
properly  understood  however,  Religion  would 
appear  in  a  very  different  light. 

In  order  to  understand  the  true  meaning  of 
many  words  in  our  language,  it  is  absolutely  ne- 
cessary to  examine  their  etymology.     With  re- 
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spect  to  the  word  Religion,  we  find  it  to  be  de- 
rived from  re  and  ligo,  signifying,  originally,  to 
hind  anew;  in  other  words  to  re-unite  or  tie  to- 
gether two  things  which  were  once  united,  but 
w^hich  are  now  separated.  Practical  religion, 
therefore,  is  a  sincere  and  continued  exertion  on 
the  part  of  man  to  become  again  united  with  that 
Divine  Being,  from  whom  he  has  been  separated 
by  the  hereditary  corruptions  and  actual  trans- 
gressions of  his  own  flillen  nature. 

This  re-union  is  brought  about  by  means  of 
man's  repentance,  conversion  and  regeneration. 
But  this  is  not  fully  effected  until  duty  and  incli- 
nation in  man  are  also  re-united  and  become  one; 
that  is,  until  duty  becomes  a  pleasure ;  or  until  we 
practice  virtue  because  we  love  it,  and  not  merely 
because  we  are  commanded  to  practice  it.  Then 
religion  appears  in  all  her  native  charms  and  is 
altogether  lovely. 
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The  necessity  of  this  re-union  comes  from 
ms.n^s  fallen  nature^  and  is  because  he  cannot  be 
re-instated  in  his  original  purity,  by  any  other  pro- 
cess. "  Except  a  man  be  born  again  he  cannot 
see  the  kingdom  of  God." 

It  is  not  my  present  purpose  to  enter  into  the 
particulars  of  the  fall  of  man.  It  doubtless  con- 
sisted in  a  gradual  declension  of  the  human  race 
from  the  Lord — from  the  considering  him  the  all 
in  all  of  love  and  wisdom,  goodness  and  truth? 
until  man  not  only  imputed  all  within  him  to  Azm- 
self  but  actually  sunk  into  infernal  states  of  evil 
and  false  persuasions  altogether  opposite  to  the 
heavenly  and  pure  state  in  which  he  was  origi- 
nally created. 

We  have  only  to  look  into  ourselves  to  see  the 
condition  wherein  human  nature  stands ;  and  to 
perceive  as  the  scriptures  testify  throughout,  that 
we  have  lost  the  affection  of  heavenly  and  spirit- 
ual loves,  with  the  understanding  and  perception 
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of  genuine  truths.  That  affections  for  worldly 
and  selfish  loves,  and  all  manner  of  false  persua- 
sions, by  nature,  occupy  the  whole  mind,  and  pol- 
lute the  operation  of  the  hands. 

To  enable  us  to  rise  from  this  low  state,  the  sa- 
cred volume  was  first  given  and  is  continued 
among  us.  The  precepts  of  life  there  laid  down 
are  within  to  the  capacity  of  every  one  to  un- 
derstand and  follow;  the  Lord  herein  making 
such  displays  of  the  laws  of  divine  order,  that  he 
who  runs  may  read. 

Deeply  impressed  with  the  importance  of  this 
whole  subject,  the  following  Reflections  were 
committed  to  paper,  and  sent  to  the  editor  of  a 
weekly  publication  in  this  city,  called  the  Sunday 
Morning  News,  in  which  they  appeared  during 
the  winter  of  1838-9.  As  there  is  reason  to  be- 
lieve that  their  first  publication  was  not  unprofit- 
able to  the  reader,  they  are  now  re  pubHshed  in 
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this  more  permanent  form.  Should  they  prove 
instrumental  in  leading  a  single  individual  to  think 
favorably  of  religion,  I  shall  thank  the  Lord,  whose 
blessing  alone  can  produce  this  effect. 

The  Author. 
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No-  I.— T HE  SABBATH. 


Hail,  sabbath !  thee  I  hail,  the  poor  man's  day ; 

The  pale  mechanic  now  has  leave  to  breathe 

The  morning  air  pure  from  the  city's  smoke, 

As  wandering  slowly  up  the  river's  bank 

He  meditates  on  Him  whose  powers  he  marks 

In  each  green  tree  that  proudly  spreads  the  bough, 

And  in  the  tiny  dew-bent  flowers  that  bloom 

Around  the  roots ;  and  while  he  thus  surveys, 

With  elevated  joy,  each  rural  charm, 

He  hopes  (yet  fears  presumption  in  the  hope) 

That  heaven  may  be  one  sabbath  without  end. 

Grahame. 


Again  I  awake  to  the  light  of  another  day.  Once 
more  am  I  resuscitated  from  a  state  of  insensibility, 
when  all  around  me  was  dark,  still  arid  lifeless.  I  find 
myself  once  more  refreshed  and  invigorated  by  rest. 
The  world,  all  creation,  seems  also  to  awake,  with 
renovated  life,  energy  and  joy.  Of  all  seasons,  none 
seems  so  appropriate  as  the  present  to  bow  in  the  hum- 
ble acknowledgment  of  "  Our  Father  in  the  heavens," 
by  whose  sustaining  hand  and  watchful  eye  I  have  been 
preserved  during  the  thoughtless  hours  of  sleep.  Before 
I  enter  upon  the  business,  and  become  exposed  to  the 
temptations  of  another  day,  it  is  my  duty  and  my  privi^ 
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lege  to  bow  in  devout  acknowledgment  of  Him  who  is 
the  fountain  of  all  our  wisdom  and  all  our  strength,  as 
well  as  the  source  of  our  daily  bread  ;  and  thus  renew- 
ing the  fire  upon  the  altar,  offer  an  offering  of  incense, 
the  odor  of  w^hich  will  not  cease  to  be  felt,  till  the  sea- 
son of  offering  again  returns. 

But  I  have  not  only  awoke  to  the  commencement  of 
a  new  day^hvX  also  to  the  commencement  oidi,new  week — 
a  day  of  peculiar  sanctity,  expressly  set  apart,  by  divine 
appointment,  for  the  expression  of  our  gratitude  to  him 
who  is  "  Lord  also  of  the  sabbath  day."  For  gratitude 
is  the  life  and  soul  of  all  worship.  Independent  of  the 
requisitions  of  the  fourth  commandment,  to  devote  one 
seventh  of  our  time  (while  time  is  ours,)  to  religious 
purposes,  in  order  that  we  may  not  forget  the  great 
work  w^e  have  to  do,  to  fight  against,  and  with  divine 
assistance,  to  overcome  our  internal  spiritual  enemies, 
and  thereby  secure  a  final  sabbath  of  rest  to  our  souls, 
which  will  never  end,  the  obligations  of  Christians  to 
observe  the  sabbath,  are  many  and  great.  Not  to  men- 
tion their  natural  obligations,  or  the  ties  they  seem  under 
from  being  citizens  of  the  ivorld  and  social  creatures,  I 
should  think  they  are  also  bound  by  gratitude  and  love, 
to  confess,  on  one  day  of  the  week,  at  least,  their  con- 
stant c^ejoen^ence  upon  the  Great  First  Cause  of  all  things, 
for  continued  life  and  sustenance ;  for  health,  friends, 
and  every  blessing  they  enjoy.  In  making  a  periodical 
acknowledgment  of  this  divine  protection,  we  become 
perpetually  sensible  of  it,  and  are  more  and  more  thank- 
ful in  heart,  which  is  an  incense  ever  acceptible  to  the 
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Most  High  ;  inasmuch  as  the  indulgence  of  such  a  sen- 
timent, continually  elevates  the  soul  nearer  to  him,  and 
renders  us  more  happy.  Such  worship  is  required  of 
us,  not  that  it  can  affect  the  Deity,  and  render  him  more 
kind  to  us,  for  he  never  changes,  but  that  it  affects  us; 
making  us  humble  and  like  teachable  children,  and  we 
are  told  that  unless  we  become  like  little  children,  we 
cannot  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  God.  As  a  ship  is 
drawn  to  land  by  the  labors  of  those  within  the  ship,  by 
their  exertions  on  a  cable  fastened  to  the  shore,  so  the 
effect  of  prayer,  when  breathed  in  sincerity,  will  be  not 
to  draw  the  Lord  down  to  our  state,  but,  on  the  contrary, 
to  elevate  us  to  Him,  and  inspire  us  with  a  desire  to  do 
His  will ;  and  "  what  does  He  require  of  us,  but  to  do 
justice  and  love  mercy,  and  walk  humbl3^with  our  GodT' 

Man  was  first  created  by  the  Lord,  and  has  always 
been  sustained  by  Him.  For  the  continuance  of  his 
very  life  he  is  therefore  momentarily  dependent.  It  is 
the  divine  providence  which  supplies  his  daily  bread, 
and  all  the  enjoyments  of  life.  Such  is  the  truth.  But 
how  imperfectly  does  man  realize  it.  How  unmindful 
of  his  Creator  does  he  generally  live  !  How  unthankful 
for  His  mercies  !  How  inwrought  into  his  very  soul  is 
the  practical  conviction  that  he  Hves  of  himself,  inde- 
pendent of  his  Creator !  and  that  ^'  he  is  as  God,  know- 
ing good  and  evil !" 

Now  the  efficacy  of  true  prayer,  and  indeed  of  all 

worship,  consists  in  removing  this  fatal  delusion  from 

the  understanding,  and  in  eradicating  from  the  heart, 

--trii  affection  from  which  it  springs.     The  design  of 
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prayer  is  to  bring  man  into  a  state  to  see  and  acknow- 
ledge his  absolute  dependence  on  the  Lord,  as  his  Father 
in  the  heavens  ;  to  call  into  exercise  the  affections  of 
reverence  and  filial  love.  Instead  of  producing  a  change 
in  the  character  of  God,  it  is  designed  to  change  man's 
own  character;  instead  of  adding  to  the  knowledge  of 
the  Lord  respecting  man's  wants,  it  is  designed  to  bring 
his  affections  into  such  a  state,  that  his  understanding 
may  be  opened  to  comprehend  the  laws  of  divine 
wisdom,  and  to  perceive  how  the  divine  blessings  are 
always  imparted  in  accommodation  to  the  state  of  those 
who  receive  them.  In  a  word,  the  design  of  prayer  is 
to  bring  man  into  such  a  state  of  reception,  that  God 
may  not  be  compelled,  as  it  were,  to  withhold  from  him 
any  good.  Such,  I  conceive,  is  the  design,  and  such 
the  efficacy  of  true  prayer,  and  therefore  I  say  that  its 
exercise  is  not  only  our  duty,  but  also  our  highest  privi- 
lege. 
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Who  then  is  happy  ?    Ere  she  close  the  strain, 
The  muse  herself  shall  answer.     'Tis  the  man 
(Of  easy  fortune  and  a  generous  heart,) 
Whose  charity  by  wisdom  is  directed  ; 
Who  loves  his  God,  his  neighbor,  and  himself, 
In  just  descending  order  ;  whose  employ, 
Is  doing  good  to  others  ;  whose  reward, 
The  bright  reflection  of  the  joy  he  gives, 
Like  a  mild  taper  in  a  diamond  lustre, 
Which  multiplies  one  little  ray  to  thousands. 
His  means  of  blessing  still  increase  by  itse. 

draughts  of  bliss 

He  quaffs  for  every  little  taste  he  gives, 
And  finds  his  heaven  in  helping  others  there. 
Then  learn  the  true,  the  only  real  source 
Whence  happiness  can  flow — a  precept  drawn 
From  holy  writ  this  heavenly  source  declares ; 
"  To  fear  the  Lord  and  his  commands  obey 
Is  man's  whole  duty"  *  in  a  single  line. 
An  easy  yoke,  a  burthen  light  to  bear  j 
'Tis  but  to  love  in  heart  and  action  both, 
"  For  love  is  the  fulfilling  of  the  law."t 

Woodworth's  "Quarter  Day.' 


When  the  blessed  author  of  our  religion  was  ma- 
nifested in  the  world,  he  was  constantly  "  going  about 
and  doing  good"  to  the  human  race,  either  by  healing 
their  natural  diseases,  or  in  teaching  them  the  way  of 
the  cure  of  their  spiritual  maladies.  In  the  exercise  of 
this  exalted  work  of  charity,  he  accompanied  every  act 
with  such  precepts  as  tended  to  illustrate  this  great  and 

*  Eccles.  xii.  13.  t  Romans  xiii.  10. 

2* 
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important  doctrine,  that  the  soul  of  man  does  not  perish 
with  the  body,  but  that  it  is  immortal ;  that  its  course  for 
eternity  is  marked  out  in  time ;  that  upon  the  manner  in 
which  we  spend  the  comparatively  few  days  allotted  to 
our  existence  here  in  this  world,  will  depend  our  state 
of  happiness  or  misery  in  the  world  to  come.  On  this 
important  subject,  he  was  ever  ready  and  willing  to  im- 
part instruction  as  to  the  manner  in  which  we  may 
best  fulfil  the  end  of  our  being,  and  secure  our  eternal 
happiness  in  the  world  to  come. 

On  one  occasion  we  read  that  a  young  man  asked  him 
— ''  What  shall  I  do  that  I  may  have  eternal  life  1"  The 
answer  was,  and  is — "  If  thou  wilt  enter  into  life^  keep 
the  commandments  y 

All  men  admit  the  importance  of  this  subject ;  and 
none,  perhaps,  will  think  that  he  has  given  it  so  much 
consideration  as  it  justly  claims.  But  there  are  many 
who  think  to  justify  themselves  for  giving  little  or  no 
attention  to  it ;  and  sometimes  for  not  only  banishing  it 
entirely  from  their  minds,  but  for  treating  it  with  indif- 
ference, and  with  a  degree  of  contempt,  on  account  of 
the  great  diversity  of  opinions  and  sentiments  among 
those  who  profess  to  be  interested  in,  and  to  have  care- 
fully examined  it. 

It  is  true  that  the  christian  world  is  divided  into  sects 
almost  without  number  ;  and  when  men  of  great  talents 
and  learning,  who  have  all  necessary  leisure  and  oppor- 
tunity to  examine,  adopt  sentiments  so  directly  op- 
posite ;  and  when  we  see  that  each  one  appears  to  be 
equally  confident  that  he  is  right,  and  the  other  wrong, 
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the  humble,  enquiring  mind  often  feels  distracted,  and 
is  led  to  ask,  "How  am  I  to  know  the  truth'?  to  whom 
shall  I  go'?  By  these  conflicting  opinions  and  party 
controversies,  I  am  only  thrown  into  doubt  and  confu- 
sion. I  feel  and  acknowledge  the  subject  to  be  of  the 
utmost  importance ;  but  I  have  not  time  to  go  to  all, 
and  to  examine  the  different  opinions  that  prevail.  Now 
who  will  show  me  any  good  ]  or  who  will  guide  me  in 
the  right  way  of  life  1" 

But  after  all  that  has  been  said  and  written — after  all 
these  party  controversies  and  sectarian  opinions,  reli^ 
gion  itself  is  a  very  simple  and  plain  suhject ;  and  so  far 
as  is  best  for  us  in  our  present  imperfect  state,  it  is  easily 
understood ;  and  the  way  of  life,  the  path  that  leads 
straight  on  to  heaven,  is  so  plain  that  the  simplest  child 
is  in  no  more  danger  of  mistaking  it,  than  the  greatest 
philosopher. 

The  essence  of  all  religion  is  charity — that  is,  a  feel- 
ing and  active  usefulness — for  it  all  consists  in  feeling 
right  and  acting  right.  "  For  what  is  required  of  thee 
but  to  do  justly,  to  love  mercy,  and  to  walk  humbly  with 
thy  God?" 

He  is  not  a  hard  master.  He  does  not  require  of 
man  what  he  does  not  give  him  power  to  do.  He  made 
man  to  bless  him.  He  made  him  to  render  him  happy 
on  earth,  and  when  he  is  called  away,  to  impart  to  him 
the  happiness  of  heaven  ! 

The  subject  of  religion,  and  the  way  to  heaven,  is  sim- 
ple and  easily  understood ;  and  as  it  is  of  equal  import- 
ance to  all,  let  us  not  merely  talk  about  itj  and  as  is  often 
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done,    darken  counsel  by  high  sounding  words  with- 
out knowledge ;  but  let  us  endeavor  to  bring  it  home  to 
ourselves.     And  if  the  subject  is  so  important  to  all,  and 
so  simple,  let  us  endeavor  to  use  language  and  illustra- 
tions that  the  simple  as  well  as  the  wise  can  understand. 
When  a  little  child  first  goes  to  school,  the  instructor 
teaches  him  his  letters.     He  then  teaches  him  to  pro- 
nounce them  together  in  words ;  then  to  read  easy  les- 
sons ;  and  when  he  can  read  well  enough,  the   child 
learns  grammar,  arithmetic,  and  the  different  branches 
of  science.     The  teacher  has  too  much  wisdom  to  ex- 
pect that  the  child  will  read  before  he  has  learned  his 
letters ;  or  that  he  can  make  him  understand  the  higher 
branches  of  science  and  philosophy,  before  he  is  pre- 
pared for  them.     But  when  the  child  is  prepared,  he 
finds  no  difficulty  in  teaching  them.. 

Our  Saviour  assures  us  that  "except  ye  he  converted 
and  become  as  little  children,  ye  cannot  enter  into,  the 
kingdom  of  heaven.'''^ 

In  religion,  the  first  lesson  for  us  to  learn,  is  to  be- 
come as  little  children;  which  signifies  that  if  we  are 
puffed  up  with  the  pride  of  learning,  and  the  conceit  of 
knowledge,  or  a  sense  of  our  own  importance,  we  must 
put  it  all  away,  and  become  of  a  humble  and  teachable 
mind.  And  surely,  all  can  understand  this,  and  all  will 
acknowledge  it  to  be  true. 

We  must  not  expect,  in  learning  religion,  to  know 
every  thing  at  once.  We  must  not  attempt  to  go  ahead 
too  fast ;  but  from  this  state  of  childlike  simplicity,  we 
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must  advance  hy  little  and  little^  from  one   degree  to 
another. 

Let  us  make  this  principle  'practical.  Let  us  now 
bring  it  home  to  our  present  state  ;  and  if  we  have  learn- 
ed this  first  lesson,  and  are  now  in  a  docile  state  of 
mind,  the  language  of  the  heart  will  be,  "  xohat  is  it  our 
duty  to  do  now  V  Let  this  principle  sink  deep  into  the 
mind,  that  we  are  not  to  feel  anxious  or  troubled  about 
the  future  :  "  take  no  thought  for  the  morrow,"  or  about 
the  consequences  of  what  we  do  in  the  work  of  religion. 
But  as  fast  as  we  see  the  truth,  acknowledge  it,  and  ap- 
ply it  to  our  life.     This  is  all— but  this  is  everything. 

What  is  our  present  duty  ?  The  station  which  we 
hold  in  life,  whatever  it  be,  and  the  relations  by  which 
we  are  connected  with  society  around  us,  are  different 
with  us  all,  and  consequently  the  specific  duties  which 
arise  out  of  them,  are  also  different ;  and  without  enter- 
ing into  all  \hB  particular  forms  of  duty,  which  may  de- 
volve upon  us,  it  may  be  remarked,  that  if  we  are  in  a 
right  state  to  do  our  duty,  the  right  mode  of  doing  it  will 
soon  be  discovered.  But  should  any  one  be  at  a  loss, 
and  hesitate  what  to  do,  let  him  first  look  within,  and  ob- 
serve the  affections  of  his  heart,  and  the  thoughts  of  his 

mind,  and  let  his  reason  and  his  conscience  decide  what 
HI.  r     1  •  .    T  1        -"^^  com- 

is  riorht  and  what  is  wrong  tor  him  ta '.^  ;  , 

°  ,,  ,-        ^^''^^  ^^  his  duty  will  soon 

begin  by  shu^y^ga^sy. 
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And  he  who  calls  the  human  mind, 
A  temple  for  himself  designed, 

A  house  upon  a  rock — 
Assures  us  he  will  patient  wait, 
In  mercy,  at  the  mental  gate,* 

And  for  admittance  knock. 

Who  hears  the  gracious  call  within, 
And  draws  the  iron  bolts  of  sin, 

Which  barricade  the  door, 
Will  banquet  with  the  guest  divine 
On  life-imparting  food  and  wine 

From  love's  exhaustiess  store. 

Woodworth's  Religious  Melodies. 


In  the  preceding  section,  we  have  endeavored  to 
make  it  appear  that  man  in  his  pursuit  after  happiness, 
can  best  promote  it  by  keeping  the  commandments,  in 
which^  says  the  psalmist,  is  great  rev^ard.  That  is,  the 
very  act  of  doing  to  others,  as  we  would  have  others  do 
to  us,  carries  its  own  reward  with  it.  The  man  who 
does  so,  is  happy,  in  the  present  tense,  and  if  called 
away  in  that  state,  he  must  be  happy  forever ;  as  the 
same  cause  must  produce  the  same  effect^  to  all  eternity. 
If  we  successively  take  each  one  of  the  command- 
ments, as  they  are  explained  in  the  sermon  on  the  mount, 

-"'•-T^h  we  find  that  hatred  is  murder,  and  that  lust  is 
the  ajjectioiia  ^- 

ceed— if  we  do  this  in'^rahfe^s  checking  in  our  minds 

*  Behold  I  stand  at  the  door  and  knock;,  if  any  ''-'^^^^^^^^^^ ^J^^^^ 
open  the  door,  I  will  come  in  to  him,  and  will  sup  with  him,  and  he  wi.. 
me. — Rev,  iii,  20, 
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into  sin.  And  he  who  feels  desirous  to  do  this,  is  actu- 
ally attending  to  the  call  alluded  to  in  the  quotation 
above. 

When  we  lay  down  at  night,  on  the  bed  of  rest,  it  is 
our  duty  then  to  feel  (if  we  have  so  spent  the  day,)  that 
the  duties  of  the  day  have  been  ivell  done — to  exercise 
towards  all  men  the  same  spirit  of  love  and  good  will — 
and  without  one  anxious  thought  for  the  future,  to  sur- 
render ourselves  with  confidence  to  the  keeping  of  Him 
through  the  darkness  of  the  night,  who  never  slumbers 
nor  sleeps  ;  and  who  is  always  mindful  of  us,  though  we 
cannot  always  think  oi  Him, 

And  when  we  shall  have  av\roke  in  the  morning,  with 
renewed  strength  and  fresh  vigor,  it  will  be  our  duty 
then  first  to  think  of  Him  with  emotion  of  gratitude, 
from  whom  we  have  received  it ;  without  v/nose  watch- 
ful eye  and  sustaining  hand,  our  sleep  had  been  our 
death. 

And  when  we  shall  enter  on  the  business  of  another 
day,  and  engage  in  its  duties,  it  will  then  be  our  duty  to 
carry  along  with  us  this  same  spirit — these  same  feel- 
ings of  trust  in  providence,  of  charity  and  good  will  to 
all  men.  In  that  particular  employment  in  which  wx 
are  engaged,  to  do  well  the  duties  of  it,  to  act  sincerely 
and  uprightly  tov/ards  all  men.  And  as  we  shall  go  into 
the  busy  world,  and  have  to  do  with  men  in  whom  the 
selfish  spirit  of  this  world  reigns — the  love  of  ambition 
and  pride  which  prompts  them  to  acts  of  oppression  and 
abuse — the,  love  of  avarice,  that  prompts  to  dishonesty, 
deception  and  fraud — the  love  of  pleasure,  that  prompts 
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to  extravagance,  to  idleness,  to  excess,  and  injustice — 
what  is  our  duty  then  ? 

This  is  indeed  the  time  of  trial.  But  the  mind  is  not 
to  be  trusted  that  has  never  been  tried.  We  live  in  a 
v^orld  of  probation,  v^here  trials  abound,  and  temptations 
come  to  prove  the  strength  of  our  character,  and  the  sin- 
cerity of  our  faith — to  show  us  our  own  weakness — to 
bring  out  to  view  our  evil  propensities  and  passions, 
and  show  us  what  spirit  we  are  of — to  show  us  that 
though  we  may  sometimes  fall,  yet  there  is  one  to 
whom  we  may  look  for  strength  to  rise  again.  Yes, 
it  will  be  our  duty  then  to  carry  along  with  us  the  same 
spirit  of  love,  charity,  and  conscientious  regard  to  truth. 
And  though  the  storms  of  adversity  should  appear  to 
be  gathering,  and  the  waves  of  temptation  to  roll  as  if 
to  swallow  us  up — yet  the  elements  and  storms  are  all 
subject  to  his  control  who  prompts  the  still  small  voice 
that  whispers  '^  peace,  he  still  /" 

These  trials,  and  the  temptations  before  us,  we  need 
not  dread,  if  we  only  keep  this  humble,  this  docile  mind, 
and  do  what  is  to  be  done  now— -dindi  taking  no  anxious 
thoughts  about  the  future,  leave  the  good  providence  of 
the  Lord  to  provide  for  that.  If  at  any  time  we  feel  in 
doubt,  we  should  look  up,  saying,  "  Lord,  what  wilt 
thou  have  us  to  do  ]"  And  we  shall  hear  a  still  small 
voice  within,  saying,  ^Hhis  is  the  way,  walk  ye  in  it^ 

So  let  us  go  on  through  the  week — so  on  through  life 
' — preserve  this  state — this  docile  temper  of  mind.  Be 
not  anxious  about  to-morrow,  for  we  can  never  know 
what  a  day  will  bring  forth.     Be  not  anxious  about  the 
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next  hour — no,  not  the  next  moment.  But  let  all  our 
anxiety  be,  to  keep  the  heart  right — to  know  our  present 
duty,  and  we  may  always  know  it.  This  is  the  secret 
of  true  wisdom.  This  is  what  is  meant  by  "  seeking 
first  the  kingdom  of  God  and  his  righteousness,  and  all 
these  things  shall  he  added  unto  you.'''' 

Think  not,  however,  that  no  temptations  will  beset 
our  way.  Think  not  that  it  will  never  require  an  effort 
to  deny  ourselves,  and  obey  the  dictates  of  conscience, 
and  the  rule  of  duty.  If  we  do,  we  shall  be  deceived. 
For  the  dominion  of  self-love,  which  shows  itself  in  so 
many  forms,  is  not  easily  checked  and  subdued.  The 
passions  of  ambition,  pride,  avarice,  and  ill-will,  will  be 
continually  tempting  us  astray.  So  will  there  be  feel- 
ings within,  which  will  be  continually  representing  to 
the  mind,  that  there  is  no  need  of  all  this  self-denial — 
that  there  is  no  need  of  thus  separating  ourselves  from 
others — and  that  it  is  only  arrogance  and  pride  in  us,  to 
think  that  the  course  which  we  are  pursuing,  is  the  only 
safe  course — that  all  around  us  are  going  the  broad  road 
to  ruin.  And  not  unfrequently  shall  we  be  tempted  by 
the  thoughts  of  our  own  minds,  and  by  the  reflections  of 
others,  to  abandon  the  course  which  we  have  resolved 
to  pursue.  "It  is  true,  (it  may  be  said),  that  the  course 
which  we  are  pursuing  is  a  safe  one,  but  it  is  too  tame 
for  a  man  of  spirit — it  is  too  simple.  We  wish  for  a  re- 
ligion that  allows  free  indulgence  to  a  more  manly  and 
independent  spirit— that  gives  more  latitude  to  our  in- 
tercourse with  the  world,  and  does  not  lay  such  re- 
straints upon  our  conduct."     All  these  are  false  repre- 
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sentations ;  are  only  the  forms  in  which  the  natural  sen- 
sual  mind,  will  be  constantly  tempting  the  internal  spi- 
ritual mind — to  turn  us  away  from  the  truth — the  way 
that  reason,  and  conscience,  and  the  commandments 
point  out.  But  all  these  temptations  we  must  be  pre- 
pared to  meet.  We  must  constantly  keep  in  mind  the 
source  from  which  they  come,  and  that  all  these  are  only 
the  delusions,  the  artful  misrepresentations  of  the  de- 
stroyer — a  lure  to  beguile  the  soul  to  ruin.  Thus,  "  if 
thou  wouldst  enter  into  life,  keep  the  commandments." 
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SION. 


How  happy  the  man  who  discards  from  his  breast, 
The  lusts  aud  the  passions  which  daily  infest ; 
Who  heeds  not  their  counsel  or  softest  persuasion, 
But  treats  them  as  foes  on  every  occasion. 
Though  the  sunshine  of  peace  such  a  bosom  illume, 
Or  nights  of  temptation  involve  it  in  gloom  ; 
Whatever  his  state  be,  with  calm  resignation. 
He  looks  to  the  word  of  his  God  for  salvation. 

Woodworth's  Religious  Melodies. 


But  a  friend  at  my  elbow  objects  :  "All  that  you  have 
said,"  he  observes,  "will  doubtless  be  admitted  as  true; 
yet  it  is  all  so  simple,  and  so  plain,  that  it  is  hardly  re- 
quisite to  have  it  said  at  ail.  Besides,  you  seem  to  think 
that  all  religion  consists  in  good  works^  or  in  a  simple, 
conscientious  life.  This  is  not  the  popular  doctrine. 
Are  we  not  justified  by  faith  ?  Not  by  ivorks,  but  by 
faith  in  the  atoning  blood  of  the  Great  Redeemer.  Are 
you  not  intimating  that  it  is  of  no  importance  what  a 
man  believes  ?     Is  faith  of  no  avail !" 

Yes — faith  availeth  much,  in  setting  men  to  work^  for 
without  faith  we  should  not  see  the  necessity  oi good 
works.  Faith  availeth  much,  so  far  as  it  works  by  love, 
purifies  the  heart,  overcomes  the  world,  and  leads  to 
such  a  life  as  I  have  attempted  to  recommend.  But 
what  is  faith  ?  As  I  understand  it,  true  faith  is  such  a 
practical  belief  in  the  truth  as  leads  directly  to  action 
and  life.  >And  so  far  as  any  one  does  thus  conform  to 
the  dictates  of  reason,  of  conscience,  and  the  Word  of 
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God,  in  his  life  and  conduct,  so  far,  and  so  far  only,  can 
he  be  said  to  have  true  faith ! 

"But,"  continues  my  friend,  "you  have  said  nothing 
of  conviction  of  sin — of  repentance — of  conversion — of 
regeneration — or  of  a  belief  in  the  true  doctrines  of 
faith!" 

I  have  not  yet  exactly  used  those  very  v^ords,  I  ac- 
knowledge ;  and  w^ill  nov^  attempt  to  explain  briefly 
hov^  I  understand  those  terms. 

The  manner  in  v^hich  v^e  ought  to  feel  and  to  act^  I 
have  already  attempted  to  present  and  illustrate  in  a 
way  so  simple,  that  it  may  be  presumed  every  reader 
can  understand  it;  and  if  I  should  plainly  and  pointedly 
inquire  of  each,  whether  he  does  not  see  this  to  be  the 
way  in  which  he  ought  to  live — ^whether  (without  any 
anxiety  about  the  future,)  he  ought  not  now  to  act  con- 
scientiously— according  to  the  dictates  of  reason  and 
the  word  of  God — ^he  would  surely  answer,  yes. 

If  I  should  again  proceed  to  ask  whether  he  is  not 
Conscious  that  he  does  not  live  so?  If  upon  reflection, 
he  should  reply  yes,  then  he  will  easily  understand  what 
conviction  of  sin  is.  It  is  a  conviction — sl  feeling  sense 
that  he  does  not  live  as  he  ought  to  live. 

Again,  if  he  now  has  feelings  of  sorrow,  of  true  sor- 
row that  he  has  not  lived  so — of  a  sorrow  so  deep  and 
sincere,  that  he  now  resolves  to  live  no  longer  as  he  has 
done,  but  as  he  ought  to  do — and  does  actually  shun 
evils  as  sins,  and  thus  begins  to  live  a  new  life — ^this  is 
repentance. 
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And  if  he  is  so  much  in  earnest  about  it,  that  he  will 
carry  his  purpose  into  effect,  and  now  Hve  hereafter  as 
he  feels  and  knows  he  ought  to  live,  that  will  be  con- 
version. 

If  he  shall  continue  to  persevere,  his  inclinations  will 
at  length  coincide  with  his  duty.  True,  it  will  for  a  time 
require  self-denial — it  will  require  him  to  encounter 
temptation,  and  to  endure  conflicts  with  an  artful  ene- 
my; but  if  in  humility,  and  trusting  to  heaven  for 
strength,  he  persevere,  he  will  at  length  overcome  oppo- 
sition, and  his  duty  will  be  his  delight.  And  he  will 
live  as  he  ought  to  live,  and  his  highest  happiness  will 
be  found  in  living  so ;  and  this  state  is  regeneration. 

Absolute  regeneration,  or  a  state  oi  moral  perfection, 
can  perhaps  never  be  attained  in  this  world,  for  we 
never  can  have  entirely  jow^  off  all  that  is  evil — for  "the 
leprosy  lies  deep  within" — ^but  we  may  forever  con- 
tinue to  advance  towards  Him  who  is  the  standard,  not 
only  of  happiness,  but  of  perfection. 

With  regard  to  the  doctrines  of  faith,  it  appears  to  me 

that  a  man  is  required  to  believe  notliing  that  he  does 

not  see  to  be  true,  or  has  good  reason  for  believing  to 

be  so.     We  must  not  expect  to  attain  the  age  of  wisdom 

until  we  have  passed  the  period  of  childhood  and  youth. 

We  must  not  expect  that  the  sublimest  doctrines  of  faith 

— ^the  deepest  mysteries  of  our  being  will  be  at  once  re-. 

vealed  to  us — no,  we  ought  not  to  wish  for  it — we  could 

not  bear  them.     "I  have  many  things  to  say  unto  you, 

but  ye  cannot  bear  them  now."    We  could  not  instantly 

pass  from  midnight  darkness  to  the  splendor  of  meridian 
■  3  ^- 
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day,  without  suffering  total  blindness,  from  excess  of 
light.  But  if  we  enter  upon  this  cause,  if  we  begin  by 
keeping  the  commandments,  (as  illustrated  in  the  sermon 
on  the  mount,)  the  day-star  will  arise  in  the  mind,  the 
dawning  will  appear,  and  the  light  grow  brighter  and 
brighter,  till  the  full  effulgence  of  meridian  day  pour  on 
the  sight.  Then  "  if  thou  wouldst  have  eternal  life^  keep 
the  commandments.'^'^ 
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How  shall  we  sinners  come  before 

Our  blessed  Saviour's  dazzling  throne  ? 
Or  how  acceptably  adore 

The  great  redeeming  God  we  own  ? 
Shall  failings  on  his  altar  burn, 

Or  oil  in  bounteous  rivers  flow  ? 
Will  God  be  pleased  with  such  return 

For  all  the  mighty  debt  we  owe? 
Or  shall  we  burst  the  tenderest  tie 

That  binds  the  throbbing  seat  of  sense, 
And  with  our  body's  offspring  buy 

A  pardon  for  our  soul's  offence  ? 
Ah,  no ! — a  humble  contrite  heart 

Is  all  the  offering  God  requires  ; 
Our  only  sacrifice,  to  part 

With  evil  loves,  and  false  desires. 
O  let  us,  then,  no  longer  stray 

Along  the  dangerous  paths  we've  trod  ; 
For  He  has  plainly  showed  the  way 

Which  will  conduct  us  back  to  God  ! 

Woodworth's  Religious  Melodies, 


Prejudice  is  a  great  enemy  of  truth,  and  particularly 
so  in  matters  of  religion.  In  pursuing  these  Sunday 
Morning  Reflections,  I  would,  therefore  strongly  recom- 
mend to  keep  the  mind  open-— free  from  all  prejudice. 
We  should  allow  no  inlet  of  truth  to  be  closed  up.  We 
must  read  and  hear,  observe  and  reflect,  and  conscien- 
tiously use  all  the  means  of  acquiring  knowledge  and 
truth.  We  must  always  do  our  present  duty^  be  it  ever 
so  repugnant  to  our  inclinations,  and  as  the  necessary 
consequence  of  such  sacrifice,  our  duty  will  gradually 
become  less  and  less  disagreeable,  until  it  will  finally  be- 
comes our  greatest  pleasure.    Thus  our  errors  will  be 
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gradually  exuded  and  cast  off — our  doubts  dissipated 
and  removed — and,  depend  upon  it,  as  fast  as  the  men- 
tal eye  becomes  unsealed  from  prejudice — and  as  fast  as 
we  sincerely  desire  it,  for  its  oion  sake — light  will  break 
in  upon  the  mind !  Yes,  that  which  was  once  darkness, 
will  become  light,  and  we  shall,  by  degrees,  be  brought 
into  a  state  in  which  not  only  our  duty — the  manner  in 
which  we  ought  to  live  and  act,  day  by  day,  will  be 
plain  and  clear  to  the  mind;  but  also  the  great  doctrines 
of  faith,  such  as  the  nature  and  character  of  the  great 
Redeemer,  the  nature  of  heaven  and  its  opposite  state, 
and  of  the  spiritual  world  in  general — the  intimate  con- 
nection that  subsists  between  the  natural  world  and  the 
spiritual  world — the  uses  and  employments  of  angels  and 
the  spirits-  of  good  men  and  women  in  the  other  world — 
"  are  they  not  all  ministering  spirits  sent  forth  to  minis- 
ter for  them  who  shall  be  heirs  of  salvation]"  *— the 
laws  of  divine  order,  the  nature  and  process  of  re- 
generation— all  these  great  and  mysterious  doctrines 
will  be  unfolded  to  the  mind,  as  fast  and  as  far  as  the 
mind  is  prepared  to  receive  and  to  acknowledge  them. 

The  eye  must  he  kept  single,  if  the  body  is  to  he  filled 
with  light.  We  must  desire  to  do  the  will  of  God  be- 
fore we  can  expect  God  to  reveal  his  doctrines.  For 
how  can  he  who  charged  his  disciples  not  to  give  that 
which  is  holy  to  dogs,  nor  to  cast  pearls  before  swine—* 
how  can  he  reveal  his  truth  to  a  mind  that  loves  darkness 
better  than  light  ?  Or  how  can  he  reveal  the  purity,  the 
order  and  the  happiness  of  heavenly  life,  to  be  profaned 

*j|leb,i.4,  ^ 
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by  a  mind  that  does  freely  choose  its  present  state  of 
darkness,  degradation  and  misery'? 

If,  therefore,  we  would  enter  into  life,  we  must  begin 
by  keeping  the  conmiandments,  as  they  have  been  illus- 
trated by  Him,  in  the  sermon  on  the  mount ;  and  then  we 
shall  find  by  happy  experience,  that  in  keeping  them  is 
great  reward.  We  shall  find  a  change  gradually  going 
on  within ;  the  spiritual  sight  and  senses  will  become 
opened,  and  we  shall  enjoy  light  instead  of  darkness — 
confidence  instead  of  doubt — order  instead  of  confusion 
— and  our  path  will  be  that  of  the  just,  which  like  the 
rising  light,  shines  brighter  and  brighter  unto  perfect  day. 
As  the  heart  becomes  purified  from  selfishness,  and  ex- 
panded with  love,  a  new  direction  will  be  given  to  all  the 
powers  of  the  soul — to  all  the  faculties  of  the  mind  and 
the  body — each  one  will  be  rightly  directed,  exercised 
and  perfected.  And  that  perfect  adaptation  of  the  mind 
to  its  present  state,  to  the  external  world,  and  to  all  the 
objects  to  which  it  stands  in  relation,  will  be  seen  and 
felt.  And  this  world,  by  degrees,  will  appear  what  it  is 
designed  to  be — a  seminary  for  heaven;  from  which, 
after  passing  through  a  state  of  moral  and  intellectual 
discipline,  if  it  has  been  rightly  directed,  the  spirit,  divest- 
ed of  the  body,  will  enter  upon  a  state  of  endless  im- 
provement and  happiness,  continually  advancing  towards 
the  standard  of  perfection. 

But,  if  we  "would  enter  into  life,  we  must  keep  the 
commandments."  With  an  humble  and  a  teachable  mind, 
we  must  desire  to  knoiv  our  duty,  and  then  do  it.  This 
is  the  secret  of  true  wisdom — this  is  the  road  that  leads 
strait  on  to  the  felicities  of  heaven. 
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Full  forty  years  was  Israel  led 

Through  deserts  waste  and  wild; 
And,  hungered  oft  for  daily  bread, 

Their  souls  were  deeply  tried. 

So  we  our  wilderness  must  go. 

Our  forty  years  sustain, 
Pass  through  the  dreary  paths  of  wo, 

And  walk  the  thorny  plain. 

What  does  this  lonely  desert  mean  1 

These  forty  years  imply  1 
Temptations,  sorrows,  trials  keen, 

And  conflicts  ever  nigh. 

Conflicts  internal,  sharp,  severe, 

And  hell  against  us  joined  •• 
When  no  bright  rays  of  light  appear, 

To  raise  the  sinking  mind. 

Sibley's  Hymns. 


While  attempting  to  illustrate  the  term  conversion,  I 
took  occasion  to  say,  "  If  he  [the  penitent]  shall  continue 
to  persevere  in  his  resolution  of  living  hereafter  as  he 
ought  to  live,  his  inclination  will  at  length  coincide  with 
his  duty.  True,  it  will  for  a  time  require  self-denial.'^'* 
It  is  on  the  nature  of  this  self-denial,  that  I  now  beg  leave 
to  offer  a  few  remarks,  as  it  appears  to  be  a  duty  every- 
where inculcated  in  the  gospel,  although  not  generally 
understood,  it  is  believed,  according  to  its  genuine  im- 
port. It  appears  to  me  that  self-denial  is  diametrically 
opposed  to  self-love,  which  consists  in  wishing  well  to 
ourselves  alone,  without  any  concern  for  the  welfare  of 
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Others,  except  so  far  as  n  w  connected  with  our  own. 
It  is  very  consistent  with  self-love  fdr  tv  man  to  respect 
his  friends,  relatives,  and  dependants,  inasmuch  a&^py 
make  part  of  himself,  and  whosoever  loves  himself,  must 
of  necessity  love  them  also. 

When  the  great  author  of  our  religion  was  manifested 
in  the  flesh,  he  appeared  in  the  character,  and  took  upon 
himself  the  name  of  a  teacher;  and  to  those  who  followed 
him,  he  gave  the  name,  of  disciples^  to  whom  he  said  "Ye 
call  me  Master  and  Lord ;  and  ye  say  well,  for  so  I  am." 
But  how  different  from  his  real  must  have  been  his  ap- 
parent character.  Though  really  Lord  of  all,  yet  to  ap- 
pearance, he  had  no  where  to  lay  his  head !  He  was  the 
reputed  son  of  a  mechanic,  born  in  a  manger,  and 
brought  up  in  the  despised  city  of  Nazareth.  His  kin- 
dred and  associates  in  life  were  unlettered  and  poor,  and 
there  were  no  external  circumstances  to  attract  the  ad- 
miration of  the  world.  He  showed  no  disposition,  how- 
ever, to  flatter  the  pride  and  conciliate  the  favor  of  the 
great;  for  he  openly  and  plainly  exposed  vice  and  hy- 
pocrisy, wherever  they  were  found.  He  tore  off  the 
veil  of  external  appearances  that  disguised  the  motives 
of  the  selfish,  and  disclosed  the  hidden  springs  of  their 
actions.  He  took  no  care  to  guard  the  dignity  of  his 
person  by  secluding  himself  from  society,  or  by  entren- 
ching himself  in  the  forms  of  the  higher  ranks  of  life,  or 
by  repelling  from  his  presence  the  poor  and  the  ignorant 
who  came  to  him  for  instruction.  But  he  went  freely 
among  all  ranks  and  conditions  of  life.  He  ate  with  the 
publican  and  sinner,  as  well  as  with  the  pharisee.     His 
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object  appeared  to  be,  t-  enlighten  the  ignorant,  to  re- 
claim the  vi'"^^^'^?  ^^  comfort  the  afflicted,  and  to  gather 
fi:*^  lost  sheep  of  the  house  of  Israel  to  the  fold ;  and  re- 
gardless of  the  opinions  of  the  world,  he  went  on  with  his 
work. 

He  apparently  took  no  measures  to  gain  proselytes. 
He  did  indeed  exhibit  evidences  of  divine  poicer^  by  the 
miracles  which  he  wrought.  But  these  miracles  appear 
to  have  been  wrought  simply  as  manifesting  his  benevo- 
lence, not  for  displaying  his  power.  They  were  per- 
formed not  in  circumstances  to  attract  the  greatest  admi- 
ration for  his  power;  but  rather  in  circumstances  to  ex- 
hibit his  humility,  and  his  condescending  love. 

He  also  manifested  evidence  of  his  divine  ivisdom,  in 
his  doctrines  and  precepts.  But  he  made  no  display  of 
his  wisdom.  It  was  to  appearance  no  part  of  his  object 
to  gain  admiration,  and  to  attract  men  to  follow  him  by 
displaying  his  wisdom  and  his  powers  of  persuasion,  in  a 
manner  to  flatter  their  pride,  by  becoming  the  disciples 
of  so  distinguished  a  master.  But  his  wisdom  was 
shown  in  a  manner  to  have  directly  the  opposite  effect. 
It  was  exhibited  in  a  manner  not  to  attract  their  admira- 
tion of  him,  but  to  render  them  either  displeased  with 
him,  or  dissatisfied  with  themselves.  He  did  indeed 
come  down  to  their  state,  and  address  himself  to  their  ca- 
pacities. But  he  did  not  come  down  to  their  state  of 
disorder,  to  remain  with  them  there ;  but  that  he  might 
become  to  them  a  light  to  guide  their  feet  in  the  way  of 
peace.  He  did  not,  therefore,  teach  them  to  sit  still, 
and  remain  satisfied  with  their  present  condition;  but 


SELF-DENIJLL.  37 

he  told  them  of  a  better  state  than  their 's.  He  described 
and  pointed  out  the  way  to  attain  it.  He  went  before 
them  to  lead  them  on ;  and  turning  to  them,  pointing  to 
the  affections  and  motives  to  be  overcome  within  them- 
selves,  he  said,  "if  any  man  will  come  after  me,  let  him 
den^  himself,  and  take  up  his  cross  and  follow  me." 

In  the  same  collection  of  hymns  from  which  I  have  se- 
lected the  lines  that  stand  at  the  head  of  this  day's  reflec- 
tions, is  a  beautiful  effusion  commencing  thus : 

"  The  cross  of  Jesus  purifies, 

From  self  and  sin  sets  free ; 
His  cross  doth  make  us  truly  wise, 

And  brings  humility." 

In  the  literal  circumstances  of  the  Saviour's  life,  in  the 
trial  and  self-denials  to  which  his  disciples  were  literally 
subjected,  we  have  an  illustration  of  what  must  take 
place  with  every  one  who  is  following  him  spiritually. 
He  did  not  appear  in  circumstances  to  attract  the  ap- 
plause and  to  gain  the  admiration  of  the  world.  He 
came  neither  with  the  crown  and  sceptre  of  a  king,  nor 
with  the  robe  and  mitre  of  the  priesthood.  And  when 
the  people  believed  him  to  be  the  promised  Messiah,  and 
would  have  come  and  taken  him  by  force,  to  make  him 
a  king — such  a  king  as  they  in  their  pride  wished  should 
rule  over  them — he  conveyed  himself  away  and  escaped 
firom  them.  He  held  forth  no  external  inducements  for 
men  to  follow  him.  If  they  really  wished  to  become  his 
disciples,  it  must  be  solely  from  their  love  for  him  and 
his  doctrines ;  and  to  such  he  says  plainly,  "If  any  man 
will  come  after  me,  let  him  deny  himself  and  take  up  his 

cross  and  follow  me." 
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But,  it  may  be  asked,  "  why  were  the  conditions  of 
disciplship  made  so  hard  and  so  self-denying  V^  For 
this  plain  reason :  He  did  not  wish  for  disciples  who  did 
not  follow  him  solely  from  the  motives  above  mentioned 
— ^who  could  not  see  (even  in  circumstances,  as  regarded 
in  the  world,  low  and  humiliating)  the  wisdom  of  his 
doctrines,  and  the  beauty  of  his  character,  and  who  would 
not  be  willing  to  deny  self  in  order  to  follow  him.  He 
therefore  appeared  in  circumstances  which  required  him 
to  declare  openly,  to  all  men,  "Whosoever  he  be  of  you 
that  forsaketh  not  all  that  he  hath,  verily  I  say  unto  you, 
he  cannot  be  my  disciple.  He  that  loveth  father  or 
mother  more  than  me,  is  not  worthy  of  me.  And  he  that 
taketh  not  his  cross,  and  foUoweth  after  me,  is  not  worthy 
of  me.^' 

And  when  his  work  was  nearly  finished,  "  Jesus  said 
unto  them,  '  Verily  I  say  unto  you,  that  ye  which  have 
followed  me  in  the  regeneration,  shall  sit  upon  twelve 
thrones.'"  Here  the  path  in  which  we  are  to  follow  the 
Saviour  is  plainly  named ;  it  is  the  path  of  regeneration, 
which  state  I  have  attempted  to  illustrate  in  mj fourth 
number.  Every  step  taken  in  regeneration,  is  taken  by 
first  knowing  that  truth  which  is  in  advance  of  our  pre- 
sent state  of  affection,  and  then  by  denying  self  in  order 
to  obey  it.  This  produces  those  inward  conflicts  and 
temptations,  which  are  signified  by  taking  up  the  cross, 
and  following  the  Lord.  The  cross  therefore,  is  the  em- 
blem both  of  spiritual  combat,  and  of  spiritual  victory — - 
that  we  shall  conquer  even  when  we  appear  to  fall. 


39 


No.  VIL— PRAYER. 


Thus  we  may  prove  the  power  of  prayer, 

To  strengthen  faith  and  sweeten  care; 

To  teach  our  faint  desires  to  rise, 

And  bring  all  heaven  before  our  eyes. 

Methodist  Hymn. 


At  the  commencement  of  these  Reflections,  occasion 
was  taken  to  say  a  few  words  on  the  nature  and  efficacy 
of  prayer ;  I  now  beg  leave  to  enlarge  a  httle  on  this  im- 
portant subject. 

The  use  of  prayer  is  as  universal  as  the  belief  in  a  Su- 
preme Being ;  for  however  false  and  erroneous  may  be 
the  sentiments  which  men  entertain  respecting  the  cha- 
racter of  the  Deity,  prayer,  in  some  form  of  acknowledg- 
ment, may  be  said  to  be  universal. 

Man  is  a  being  of  feeble  strength  and  of  limited  capa- 
cities, and  he  is  often  rendered  sensible  of  his  weakness 
and  of  his  dependence.  Though,  when  in  health  and 
prosperity,  he  may  be  thoughtless  and  self-relying,  yet 
when  in  danger  and  affliction,  he  becomes  serious  and 
prayerful.  This  is  true  of  all  men — the  evil  as  well  as 
the  good ;  of  the  profane  as  well  as  the  pious ;  nay  even 
of  the  professed  atheist  as  well  as  the  humble  christian. 
The  nature  and  the  form  of  their  prayers,  however,  differ 
as  widely  as  their  states  of  affection,  or  as  their  concep- 
tions of  the  character  of  the  being  addressed. 

But  although  prayer,  in  some  form,  is  universal,  and  a 
duty  taught  and  insisted  on  in  all  sects  of  religion,  yet  the 
following  plausible  objections  are  often  made  to  its  effi- 
cacy, and  alleged  as  an  excuse  for  neglecting  it  as  a  duty. 


40  PRAYER. 

The  objector  says :  "  We  know  that  Deity  is  good ;  he 
is  infinite  in  goodness.  He  does  not,  therefore,  need  the 
prayers  of  men  to  move  him  in  their  behalf,  for  he  is  al- 
ways ready  to  do  them  good.  He  is  also  wise — infinite 
in  wisdom;  he,  therefore,  knows  all  the  circumstances 
of  man  better  than  man  himself  can  know  them.  He 
knows  what  we  stand  in  need  of  before  we  ask  him. 
How,  then,  can  prayer  affect  him  who  is  always  ready, 
and  who  knows  best  what  to  bestow,  and  when  to  bestow 
it  1  Is  it  not  rather  the  duty  of  man  to  acquiesce  patiently 
in  the  divine  will,  and  without  presuming  to  pray,  to  re- 
ceive with  gratitude  whatever  He  sees  best  to  bestow 
upon  us  r* 

Though  we  were  unable  to  answer  these  objections,  ox 
to  see  any  connection  between  prayer  and  the  reception 
of  blessings  in  answer  to  prayer^  yet  the  sentiment  that 
prayer  is  a  duty  is  so  universally  impressed  on  the  hu- 
man mind,  and  the  fact  that  it  is  so  much  insisted  on  in 
all  forms  of  religion,  would  lead  us  to  believe  that  there 
is  a  connection — that  there  must  he  a  connection — ^which 
we  do  not  comprehend.^ 

But  even  if  this  connection  could  not  be  seen— even  if 
it  were  involved  in  a  perfect  mystery,  yet  no  spiritual- 
minded  christian  could  doubt  of  the  duty  or  the  efficacy 
of  prayer,  when  he  reflects  on  the  example  and  on  the 
precepts  of  our  Saviour.  How  often  and  how  fervently 
he  prayed,  while  in  the  state  of  his  humiliation ;  and  how 
oflen  he  taught  and  enforced  the  same  duty  on  his  disci- 
ples ! 
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But  in  reply  to  the  above  objections,  I  would  respect- 
fully suggest,  that  the  efficacy  of  prayer  does  not  consist 
in  effecting  any  change  in  the  disposition  of  the  Lord 
towards  man,  or  in  adding  to  his  knowledge  respecting 
the  wants  of  man ;  but  its  efficacy  consists  in  effecting  a 
change  in  man  himself,  and  hence  is  the  ground  of  the 
duty. 

Though  prayer  can  produce  no  change  in  the  disposi- 
tion of  the  Lord,  nor  add  to  the  amount  of  his  knowledge 
respecting  our  wants,  yet  it  is  not  unavailing, 

I  have  elsewhere  observed,  that  as  a  ship  is  drawn  to 
the  land  by  the  exertions  of  those  on  hoard,  or  within  the 
ship,  on  a  cable  fastened  to  the  shore ;  so  the  effect  of 
true  prayer,  when  breathed  in  sincerity,  will  be,  not  to 
draw  the  Lord  down  to  ou7^  state  to  do  our  will,  but,  on 
the  contrary,  to  elevate  us  to  him,  and  inspire  us  vdth  a 
desire  to  do  his  will. 

The  Lord  is,  indeed,  always  good,  always  ready  to  be- 
stow his  blessings  :  and  he  always  does  bestow  what  he 
sees  best  for  man  to  receive.  But  the  kind  as  well  as 
the  degree  of  the  blessings  which  he  bestows,  depends 
entirely  on  the  state  of  mind  in  which  we  receive  them. 
That  which  would  be  a  blessing  to  man  in  07ie  state  of 
mind,  would  be  a  curse  to  him  in  another,  for  as  the  poet 
says: 

We,  ignorant  of  ourselves, 
Beg  often  our  own  harms,  which  the  wise  powers 
Deny  us,  for  our  own  good  ;  so  find  we  profit 
By  losing  of  our  prayers.— jSAflAspcarc. 

Did  not  God 
Sometimes  withhold  in  mercy  what  we  ask, 
We  should  be  ruined  at  our  own  request. — Hannah  Mort. 
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The  few  that  pray  at  all,  pray  o€t  amiss, 

And  seeking  grace  to  improve  the  prize  they  hold, 

Would  urge  a  wiser  suit  than  asking  more. — Cowper. 

The  Deity  is  infinite  in  goodness  ;  but  his  goodness 
is  always  enHghtened,  and  directed  by  his  wisdom;  and 
the  blessings  he  grants  (whether  solicited  or  not)  are 
ever  suited  to  the  states  of  those  who  receive  them. 
But  prayer  elevates  our  states,  and  renders  us  capable  of 
receiving  greater  blessings,  producing  a  greater  degree 
of  happiness  than  those  which  would  be  suited  to  our  or- 
dinary states  of  mind.  Every  wise  parent  endeavors  to 
deal  with  his  children  on  a  similar  principle.  He  gives 
or  withholds,  shows  his  approbation  or  administers  re- 
proof, according  to  the  state  and  the  disposition  of  the 
child. 

The  efficacy  of  true  prayer  consists,  therefore,  not  in 
producing  any  change  in  the  Lord ;  and  this  fact  leads 
me  to  add  a  few  wards  on  the  nature  of  the  blessings  for 
which  we  ought  to  pray.  On  this-  subject,  the  disciples, 
at  their  own  particular  request,  were  instructed  by  the 
Lord  himself,  in  that  beautiful  and  comprehensive  form 
known  by  the  name  of  the  Lord's  prayer,  which  compre- 
hends every  request  which  we  can  properly  make  to  the 
Deity,  and  every  one  of  these  appears  to  me  to  be  for  a 
spiritual  and  not  for  a  temporal  blessing.  For  even  *'  our 
daily  bread  "  is  universally  admitted  to  mean  that  spirit- 
ual food  which  is  necessary  to  nourish  the  soul.  The 
same  Redeemer  says,  on  another  occasion,  "  God  is  a 
Spirit,  and  they  that  worship  him,  must  worship  him  in 
spirit  and  in  truth,  for  the  Father  seeketh  such  to  worsh^ 

him." 
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Hence,  I  would  infer,  that  praying  for  any  particular 
temporal  blessing,  though  not  forbidden,  is  improper  and 
dgingerous.  It  is  improper,  because  we  are  commanded 
to  seek  first  the  kingdom  of  heaven  and  his  righteousness, 
resting  assured  that  all  suitable  temporal  blessings  will 
be  added  thereto :  it  is  dangerous,  because  we  know  not 
what  is  best  for  us,  as  is  well  expressed  in  the  foregoing 
quotations,  and  also  in  the  following  from  Dryden  . 

God  gives  us  what  he  knows  our  wants  require, 

And  better  things  than  those  which  we  desire. 

Some  pray  for  riches;  riches  they  obtain, 

But  watched  by  robbers,  for  their  wealth  are  slain. 

Some  pray  from  prison  to  be  freed,  and  come, 

When  guilty  of  their  vows,  to  fall  at  home. 

Murdered  by  those  they  trusted  with  their  life — 

A  favored  servant,  or  a  bosom  wife. 

Such  dear-bought  blessings  happen  every  day, 

Because  we  know  not  for  what  things  to  pray. 

"Thy  will  be  done!"  should  be  the  silent  ejaculation 
of  our  souls.  The  preceding  petition,  "Thy  kingdom 
come ! "  is  answered,  when  he  gives  us  a  desire  to  know 
and  understand  the  truths  of  the  gospel,  which  are  the 
laws  of  his  kingdom;  as  tliis  desire,  like  every  other 
good  gift,  must  come  from  the  Lord  alone.  His  kingdom 
comes,  when  the  truth  is  acknowledged  and  obeyed. 
When  the  ruling  purpose  of  life  is  to  deny  self,  and  to 
yield  obedience  to  what  is  seen  to  be  the  truth,  then  the 
kingdom  of  the  Lord  is  acknowledged  and  set  up  in  the 
mind.  Then,  although  many  spiritual  enemies  may  still 
remain  to  be  overcome,  yet  man  does,  from  the  inmost 
affection,  desire  to  obey  the  truth ;  and  when  reminded 
of  his  weakness  and  of  his  unsubdued  evils,  he  looks  up- 
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ward  for  strength  to  overcome  them,  still  praying,  "Thy 
kingdom  come ! " 

In  Waller's  beautiful  poem  on  the  Lord's  prayer,  we 
find  the  following : 

Thy  kingdom  come! 
Absurd  it  were  to  pray  for  such  a  thing, 
And  not  obedience  to  his  sceptre  bring. 

But  the  kingdom  of  the  Lord  may  have  so  far  come  to 
be  established  in  man,  as  that  his  truth  shall  be  acknow- 
ledged as  the  law  of  life,  and  still  the  work  of  his  hand  re- 
main very  imperfect.  Further,  he  may  have  advanced 
so  far  as  to  love  the  truth  and  obey  it  freely,  and  still  not 
be  actuated  by  the  highest  state  of  affection. 

For  example  :  he  may  love  and  obey  the  law  of  ho- 
nesty, not  from  the  promptings  of  spontaneous  affection  in 
the  will,  so  much  as  because  he  sees  in  that  law  (though 
it  be  above  the  present  state  of  his  natural  affections  and 
inclinations)  an  adaptation  to  promote  the  happiness  of 
mankind ;  because  he  perceives  it  to  be  a  law  that  origi- 
nates in  the  Divine  benevolence  towards  man.  This 
perception  of  truth  in  his  understanding  may  be  so  clear 
and  strong,  that  he  w\)ldeny  himself  and  freely  obey  it, 
though  it  be  in  advance  of  the  present  state  of  his  affec- 
tions. 

But,  although  this  law  is  in  advance  of  his  present 
state  of  affections,  so  that  it  requires  self-denial  in  order 
to  obey  it;  still  there  is  an  inward  love  for  it;  as  the 
ground  of  reception,  which  compels  obedience.  When 
acting  from  this  state,  man  is  spoken  of,  in  common  lan- 
guage, as  a  man  governed  hy  principle,  or  as  a  man  of 
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jconscience.  He  may  for  a  long  time  continue  in  this 
state  of  obedience  to  the  truth,  before  he  advances  to  that 
higher  state  of  affections  and  life,  in  which  his  actions 
will  flow  out  as  the  spontaneous,  and,  as  it  were,  the  in- 
stinctive impulses  of  affection  and  love. 

But  if  he  continue  to  advance  in  the  good  work,  so  that 
he  becomes  regenerated,  as  to  the  affections  of  his  will, 
he  will  be  not  only  honest  and  just,  but  at  length  truly 
benevolent,  and  act  for  the  good  of  others,  from  the  im- 
pulse of  love  alone  to  his  fellow  creatures.  Thus,  the 
kingdom  of  the  Lord  must  come,  before  his  will  can  be 
done  on  earth  as  it  is  in  heaven — in  our  life  and  actions, 
as  it  is  already  received  and  acknowledged  in  our 
thoughts  and  affections. 
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The  sorrows  of  the  mind 

Be  banished  from  this  place  j 

Religion  never  was  designed 

To  make  our  pleasures  less.-— Watts, 


Age  has  its  pleasures,  as  well  as  its  sorrows.  Among 
tlie  former,  is  the  conteraplsXion  of  a  well-spent  life.  I 
do  not  mean,  by  a  well-spent  life,  the  success  of  business, 
and  the  consequent  accumulation  of  property,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  enriching  our  children,  to  whom  riches  may  or 
may  not  prove  a  blessing ;  but,  by  a  well-spent  life.  I 
mean  a  long  series  of  well-meant  endeavors  to  contribute 
to  the  happiness  of  others,  whether  successful  or  not. 
Happy  are  they  who  can  contemplate  such  a  life,  without 
the  embittering  accusations  of  conscience,  reminding 
tliem  of  time  wilfully  misspent,  or  worse  than  misspent, 
in  inflicting  misery  on  their  fellow  creatures. 

Among  the  sorrows  incident  to  age,  are  the  regrets  for 
"joys  departed  never  to  return,"  and  of  these  I  have  just 
been  reminded  by  the  perusal  of  that  excellent  poem  from 
which  I  have  selected  the  passage  above.  The  friends 
of  my  youth,  with  very  few  exceptions,  have  all  gone  off 
the  stage  of  life,  or  have  become  old  men,  so  different 
from  what  they  once  were,  that  they  do  not  seem  like  the 
same  individuals ;  and  most  of  them  who  survive  are  so 
completely  absorbed  in  politics,  that  they  have  not  timB 
to  attend  to  the  calls  of  friendship,  or  the  pleasures  of 
literature.  Very  few  of  them  take  an  interest  in  the  sub- 
ject of  these  reflections. 
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When  I  remember  all 

The  frieiids  so  linked  together, 
I've  seen  around  me  fall, 

Like  leaves  in  wintry  weather, 
I  feel  like  one  who  treads  alone, 

Some  banquet-hall  deserted, 
Whose  lights  are  fled,  whose  garlands  dead, 

And  all  but  he  departed. 

For  those  very  natural  regrets,  there  is  no  solace  but 
that  which  is  afforded  by  religion,  which  teaches  a  iirm 
rehance  on  the  goodness  and  wisdom  of  Deity ;  who 
causes  every  thing  to  work  together  for  good  to  them  that 
love  him,  and  fear  to  violate  the  laws  of  his  divine  order ; 
every  aberration  from  which  carries  along  with  it  its  own 
punishment. 

But  he  cannot  be  unhappy  whose  age  is  sweetened 
with  the  consolations  of  religion,  added  to  those  afforded 
by  an  affectionate  and  faithful  wife,  and  a  circle  of  virtu- 
ous and  prosperous  children.  Such  a  man  is  in  duty 
bound  to  pour  out  his  thanks  to  heaven  for  the  blessings 
he  thus  enjoys.  Feeling  that  he  has  discharged  his  duty 
by  inculcating  virtuous  principles  on  his  children,  both 
by  precept  and  example,  and  seeing  that  the  seed  thus 
sown  has  taken  root,  and  is  not  choked  by  weeds,  he  may 
safely  leave  the  rest  to  providence,  who  will  not  leave  a 
work  thus  well  begun,  to  perish  for  the  want  of  the  divine 
benediction.  His  house  is  a  mansion  of  peace,  the  resi- 
dence of  pleasure  and  joy;  quarrels,  strife,  confusion, 
and  disorder,  are  known  not  in  Ms  dwelling ;  but  peace, 
order,  and  love,  abide  in  his  house.  His  own  example, 
instruction  and  conduct,  inspire  his  whole  family  with 
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the  love  of  religion  and  virtue ;  and  all  that  are  around 
him  call  him  blessed.  Consider  the  religious  man  as  to 
his  fears,  his  hopes,  and  his  prospects — and  how  different 
are  they  from  those  of  the  ungodly  man!  He  fears  God 
' — ^but  howl  With  the  fear  of  a  child  for  an  affectionate 
father ;  that  is,  he  so  fears  him,  as  not  willingly  to  effend. 
AH  his  care  is  to  obey  and  serve  his  God.  He  knows 
that  all  his  happiness,  peace,  and  pleasure,  are  alone 
from  God,  his  father  and  friend,  and  gratitude  impels  him 
to  do  his  will. 

Thus  he  fears  God;  but  he  neither  fears  death,  judg- 
ment, nor  eternity ;  these  he  can  contemplate  with  com- 
posure, yea,  with  nameless  rapture.  He  knows  he  dies 
but  to  live ;  shall  stand  in  judgment  to  be  rewarded  ;  and 
eternity  will  crown  all  his  joys.  His  hopes  and  expec- 
tations are  founded  upon  the  unalterable  word  and  pro- 
mise of  the  Lord  his  God.  They  support  him  under  every 
conflict  and  trouble  of  life.  He  knows  they  cannot  fail 
him,  because  God  is  true  and  faithful.  Therefore,  as  the 
apostle  says,  "hope  is  an  anchor  to  the  soul,  both  sure 
and  steadfast." 

Such  is  the  hope  of  the  religious  man,  and  how  great 
must  be  the  consolations  derived  from  it.  And  as  to 
his  prospects,  how  noble,  how  exalted  are  they  all!  In 
this  world,  he  neither  wishes  for  honor,  wealth,  or  pos- 
sessions— with  what  providence  has  given  him,  he  is 
contented.  But,  in  the  next  world,  he  expects  "  What 
eye  hath  not  seen,  nor  ear  heard ;  yea  what  has  never 
entered  into  the  heart  of  man  to  conceive."  He  believes 
that  "In  the  presence  of  God  is  fulness  of  joy,  and  at 
bis  right  hand  are  pleasures  for  evermore." 
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There  is  scarcely  a  page  in  the  Bible,  but  what  raises 
his  expectations,  and  fills  him  with  joy.  The  more  he 
contemplates  the  eternal  state,  the  more  is  his  soul  elated 
with  rapture  and  bliss. 

And  could  we  follow  the  truly  religious  man  into  the 
eternal  world ;  could  we  behold  him  in  that  celestial  state 
just  as  he  is ;  could  we  view  his  internal  and  external 
life,  we  should  see  him  stand  a  pure,  spotless  form  of  love 
and  charity ;  all  within  the  mind,  heaven,  peace,  tran- 
quility, and  joy.  We  should  see  him  in  the  presence  of 
his  beloved  Lord  God  and  Saviour,  surrounded  with 
angelic  forms  of  love,  excellence,  and  beauty;  associa- 
ted with  them,  partaking  of  their  felicity — uniting  with 
them  in  all  the  infinitely  delightful  exercises  of  that 
kingdom ;  dwelling  in  a  mansion  *  erected  by  the  hand 
of  omnipotence  and  wisdom ;  and  ten  thousand  times  ten 
thousand  pleasures  perpetually  awaiting  him,  in  con- 
tinual and  everlasting  succession.  In  short,  we  should 
behold  him  fully  and  eternally  delivered  from  all  evil, 
pain,  sorrow  and  death,  and  everlastingly  in  the  poss- 
sesion  of  all  good,  rest,  joy,  peace,  life  and  pleasure. 

But  here  all  human  language  fails — no  tongue  can  tell, 
no  pencil  paint,  no  heart  conceive  those  joys !  However 
glorious,  great  and  infinite  as  they  are,  they  are  not  too 
glorious,  too  great,  or  too  lasting  for  God  to  give.  He 
hath  promised  them,  and  reserved  them  for  every  good 
man  and  woman,  and  he  will  give  them  to  all  who  are 
such.     Millions  of  millions  are  now  in  possession  of 

*  In  my  father's  house  are  many  mansions.  If  it  were  not  so,  I  would 
have  told  you. — John  xiv.  2. 
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them;  thousands,  and  perhaps  tens  of  thousands  con- 
stantly entering  into  possession !  and  in  a  very  few  years 
or  days,  our  readers  and  ourselves  will  possess  them 
likewise — if  we  live  a  truly  religious  life! 

Is  not  its  yoke  easy,  and  its  burthen  light]  Love  God, 
love  your  neighbor,  keep  the  commandments.  There  is 
your  whole  duty ;  this  is  all  the  yoke  and  all  the  burthen. 
Is  it  not  a  light  one  1 — especially  when  you  consider 
what  unspeakable  pleasures  attend  such  a  life.  While 
the  man  of  no  religion  is  perpetually  unhappy,  destitute 
of  peace,  joy,  or  true  pleasure;  living  in  trouble,  dying 
without  hope,  and  in  pain — sinking  in  wo  forever;  the 
man  of  holiness  is  happy  here,  cheerful  through  life  ;  h« 
dies  in  hope,  and  rises  to  a  glorious  immortality. 

Surely,  then,  we  shall  take  the  advice  of  him,  who 
said,  "Take  my  yoke  upon  you,  and  learn  of  me;  fori 
am  meek  and  lowly ;  and  ye  shall  find  rest  unto  your 
souls."  If  we  have  not  already  obeyed  these  injunc- 
tions, let  us  do  it  now ;  and  if  we  have,  let  us  continue 
in  his  services ;  and  by  scripture  and  experience  make 
ourselves  acquainted  with  the  true  pleasures  of  a  reli- 
gious life.  It  may  be  asserted  with  confidence,  and 
without  the  fear  of  contradiction,  that  such  a  life  only 
can  make  us  truly  happy.  And  we,  therefore,  hope  to 
be  all  united  in  this  opinion,  and  with  our  heart  and 
mind  engage  in  the  good  work ;  not  forgetting  that  true 
religion  makes  us  good  citizens,  good  members  of  socie- 
ty, and  good  neighbors,  as  well  as  happy  in  our  own 
souls.  If  we  abstain  from  that  which  is  evil  (and  surely 
we  all  have  the  power  continually  and  perpetually  given 
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US  to  do  this,)  and  if  we  only  do  that  which  is  good  or 
innocent  in  the  sight  of  heaven,  agreeably  to  the  precepts 
of  the  gospel,  we  must  become  useful  in  life  to  all,  ac- 
cording to  our  ability.  And  the  more  we  are  so,  the 
more  pleasure  we  shall  find  in  our  own  minds,  and  thus 
verify  the  sentiment 

"  Relig-ion  never  was  designed 
To  make  our  pleasures  less." 

Let  us,  then,  daily  labor  to  get  free  of  every  evil  of 
heart  and  life,  (for  that  alone  is  the  cause  of  all  human 
mis-ery,)  and  diligently  pursue  the  path  of  goodness,  faith, 
and  love ;  and  we  may  be  filled  with  the  joys  and  happi- 
ness of  heaven,  even  while  here  on  earth.  And  in  a  very 
little  time  we  shall  find  our  regeneration  completed ;  be 
c^led  away  into  the  eternal  world;  behold  the  Lord 
Jesus,  our  God,  whom  we  have  loved  and  obeyed ;  min- 
gle with  the  angels  of  heaven;  enter  our  mansion  of 
peace  and  rest ;  partake  of  the  nameless  felicities  of  that 
blessed  world;  and  enjoy  the  rewards  and  pleasures 
thereof  which  our  Saviour  hath  promised,  (and  will  then 
give)  through  the  boundless  ages  of  a  happy  and  joyful 
eternity  I 
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O  dream  not  that  the  heart  and  life 

Are  in  a  moment  clean, 
For  long  and  painful  is  the  strife 

That  must  be  felt  within. — Clowes's  Hymns. 


Thanks  to  our  blessed  Saviour,  salvation  is  now  jt?05- 
sible  to  all  men,  and  every  human  being  can  he  saved ; 
for  after  his  resurrection  he  said,  all  power  is  given 
unto  me,  in  heaven  and  in  earth."  He  had  before  said 
that  he  delighted  not  in  the  death  of  a  sinner,  but  would 
rather  he  would  turn  and  live.  Yes,  salvation  is, ^ossi- 
hie  to  all  men.  If  we  are  careful  to  co-operate  with  him 
in  the  great  work  of  our  regeneration,  we  shall  most 
certainly  attain  to  it.  His  spirit  eternally  acts,  but  it  is 
necessary  for  man  to  re-act;  He  is  always  operating, 
but  we  must  co-operate.  Salvation  on  any  other  plan, 
would  be  destroying  the  very  volition,  without  which 
we  should  be  incapable  of  enjoyment  either  in  this  life 
or  the  next.  ''If  thou  wouldst  enter  into  life,  keep  the 
commandments.''^ 

But  the  same  friend  alluded  to  on  a  former  occasion, 
is  still  beside  me,  and  objects  in  the  following  terms : 
"  Are  you  not  wrong  to  insist  so  much  on  the  duty  of 
keeping  the  commandments  1  I  have  always  been 
taught  that  man  has  not  power  to  keep  the  command- 
ments, unless  he  be  especially  assisted  thereto  by  a 
miraculous  interposition  of  the  Holy  Ghost.  Do  not 
endeavor  to  bring  us  under  the  law  and  its  curse  of 
disobedience.     No,  sir;   your  whole  system  of  good 
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works  must  fall  to  the  ground.     For  tell  me  what  single 
good  work  man  can  do  1" 

In  answer  to  this  question,  I  assert  that  man  can  ab- 
stain from  evil,  or  he  would  not  be  so  frequently  called 
on,  in  the  Scriptures,  to  "repent  and  be  converted." 
I  believe  that  man  is  not  required  to  do  that  which  he 
has  not  power  to  do.  And  I  further  believe  that  the 
power  to  repent,  is  continually  and  perpetually  given 
him  from  above.  The  apostle  says,  "We  pray  you  in 
Christ's  stead,  be  ye  reconciled  to  God."  This  exhort- 
tation  certainly  implies  that  those  addressed  had  the 
power  to  comply  with  it,  by  doing  the  work  of  repent- 
ance and  conversion. 

I  repeat,  that  since  the  resurrection  of  our  Saviour, 
salvation  is  possible  to  every  individual  in  the  human 
family,  and  that  every  one  who  complies  with  the  condi- 
tion on  which  it  is  offered,  is  an  heir  of  salvation.  This 
condition  is  stated  in  these  words:  "except  a  man  be 
born  again,  he  cannot  enter  the  kingdom  of  God!" 

The  first  step  in  a  religious  life  is  therefore  repentance. 
But  every  thing  must  proceed  in  proper  order.  A  man 
must  become  convinced  that  he  needs  repentance,  or 
that  he  has  not  lived  such  a  hfe  as  he  ought  to  hve,  and 
of  this  he  may  become  convinced  by  diligently  reading 
the  Scriptures.  This  state  of  conviction  must  precede 
the  whole  process;  and  those  who  enter  this  state,  natu- 
rally and  necessarily  feel  very  sorry  that  they  have 
heretofore  fallen  so  far  short  of  their  duty. 

But  all  who  experience  the  state  of  conviction  here 
described,  do  not  immediately  pass  on  and  press  for- 
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ward  to  the  next  state  in  order,  which  is  repentance. 
The  distress  of  mind  which  they  feel  on  account  of  the 
sins  they  have  actually  committed,  as  well  as  on  account 
of  their  hereditary  propensity  to  evil,  discourages  many 
from  wishing  to  proceed  in  a  religious  life  ;  and  they 
say  to  themselves,  "I  was  told  that  religion  was  the 
path  of  peace,  but  I  find  it  a  path  of  thorns.  If  this  be 
a  specimen,  I  can  never  endure  it,  for  I  have  not  felt 
happy  since  I  first  experienced  religion." 

Here  my  friend,  is  the  grand  mistake,  into  which  so 
many  fall.  You  have  not  yet  experienced  religion :  you 
have  only  experienced  the  want  of  it.  Conviction  of 
sin  is  not  religion;  it  is  only  an  incipient  state,  that  may 
lead  to  it.  For  godly  sorrow,  saith  the  apostle,  work- 
eth  repentance  to  salvation.  But  godly  sorrow  is  not 
repentance,  in  the  practical  acceptation  of  that  term, 
though  it  may  lead  to  it,  and  is  intended  to  produce  it.. 
Repentance  is  the  voluntary  abstaining  from  evil,  in 
thought,  word  and  act. 

We  often  hear  well-meaning  people  speak  of  their 
having  experienced  religion,  naming  the  exact  time,  to 
the  very  hour  and  minute,  when  it  happened.  They  are 
mistaken.  They  allude  to  the  period  when  they  first 
became  convinced  that  they  were  sinners  in  heart  and 
life,  and  must  be  lost  unless  they  repented  and  re- 
formed. 

Others  have  told  me,  that  after  suffering  the  fiery  or- 
deal of  conviction,  a  ray  of  hope  and  peace  had  suddenly 
dawned  upon  their  minds,  and  date  their  experience  of 
rehgion  from  that  moment. 
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Both  are  mistaken.  Religion  is  only  experienced 
when  we  practise  its  duties  according  to  the  command- 
ments as  illustrated  in  the  sermon  on  the  mount,  and  its 
pleasures  are  never  tasted  until  we  have  continued  so  to 
practise  its  duties,  that  the  practice  has  hecome  a  delight^ 
and  it  has  become  our  meat  and  our  drink  to  do  the 
will  of  our  Father  in  heaven. 

When  a  man  is  under  conviction  of  sin^  the  waters  of 
his  life  are  troubled,  and  he  finds  his  infirmity  so  great 
that  he  cannot  step  into  the  pool  of  troubled  waters, 
which  are  intended  to  heal  him,  but  exclaims,  alas ! — "I 
have  no  man,  when  the  water  is  troubled,  to  put  me  into 
the  pool."     Ah,  me !     What  shall  I  do  to  be  saved  I 

The  answer  is  found  in  the  following  words  from 
Isaiah : — "  Wash  ye,  make  you  clean, ;  put  away  the  evil 
of  your  doings  from  hefore  my  eyes;  cease  to  do  eviW^ 

In  these  words,  the  work  of  repentance  is  very  hap- 
pily described.  By  ivashing,  is  meant  that  we  must  use 
the  means  to  become  purified  from  our  evils  and  from  the 
false  notions,  we  may  have  imbibed  and  entertained 
respecting  religion ;  for  among  more  than  two  hundred 
different  sects  in  the  christian  world,  some  of  them  must 
be  in  error.  We  must  use  the  means  of  purification,  and 
what  these  means  are,  may  be  determined  from  the  ele- 
ment with  which  we  purify  the  body,  namely  ivater — 
which,  in  the  inspired  language  of  Scripture,  signifies 
that  spiritual  element  by  Which  alone  the  human  soul 
can  be  purified — namely  truth,  those  truths  exhibited  to 
our  view  in  the  holy  word,  for  here  is  the  "  fountain 
opened  for  the  house  of  David  and  for  the  inhabitants  of 
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Jerusalem,  to  cleanse  from  sin^and  from  uncleanness ;" 
these  are  the  waters  wherein  whosoever  steps,  after  the 
angel  has  been  down  and  troubled  them,  becomes  clean 
and  healed  from  every  spiritual  malady. 

When  the  waters  of  our  life  have  been  thus  troubled 
by  the  angel  of  conviction,  instead  of  despairing  of  relief, 
it  is  our  duty  to  apply  to  the  Lord  in  prayer,  and  we 
shall  be  most  assuredly  made  whole  ;  and  he  will  after- 
wards say  to  us  in  the  temple — Behold  thou  art  made 
whole !  Sin  no  more,  lest  a  worse  thing  come  upon 
thee." 

Despair,  therefore,  is  the  worst  evil  that  can  befall  us. 
The  Lord,  in  the  gift  of  his  holy  word,  has  put  the  means 
of  purification  into  every  man's  hands ;  which  if  he  does 
not  use,  his  condemnation  is  of  himself.  The  power  to 
use  these  means  is  continually  and  perpetually  given  to 
us.  We  can  wash,  and  become  clean ;  we  can  put  away 
the  evil  of  our  doings  from  before  his  eyes  ;  we  can 
cease  to  do  evil,  and  this  is  the  whole  duty  of  repent- 
ance. After  this  we  can  learn  to  do  well,  which  is  the 
commencement  of  the  next  state,  called  conversion. 
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There  is  a  world,  the  world  of  mind, 
By  neither  time  nor  space  confined  : 
And  when  we  cease  in  flesh  to  dwell, 
That  world  will  be  our  heaven  or  hell. 

By  fallen  nature  't  is,  alas ! 
A  rude,  chaotic,  shapeless  mass ; 
Devoid  of  goodness,  truth,  or  light, 
And  veiled  in  blackest  shades  of  night. 

But  He  who  gave  creation  birth, 
Can  re-create  this  mental  earth ; 
For  this,  his  spirit,  like  a  dove. 
Broods  o'er  our  secret  thoughts  in  love. 

If  we  consent  to  be  renewed, 

And  wish  our  evil  lusts  subdued  ; 

"iet  there  be  light,^'  he  says,  and  straight. 

We  see  our  low  disordered  state. 

Then  do  we  seek  to  know  the  Lord, 
Receive  instruction  from  his  word ; 
While  he  divides  the  day  from  night, 
And  we  proceed  from  shade  to  light. 

WooDwoRTHs  Religious  Melodies. 


There  is  a  striking  coincidence  or  similarity  between 
the  Mosaic  account  of  the  creation  of  the  universe,  and 
that  process  which  every  penitent  experiences  in  his 
own  mind,  who  passes  through  the  states  I  have 
attempted  to  describe,  as  conviction  of  sin,  and  repent- 
ance; and  this  similarity  will  appear  still  more  strik- 
ing, when  I  come  to  speak  of  the  next  state  in  order, 
which  is  that  of  conversion.  But  on  reviewing  my  last, 
I  find  that  I  have  committed  the  error  which  too  many 
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are  apt  to  commit,  and  have  left  the  work  of  repentance 
incomplete  and  unfinished.  I  have,  therefore,  much 
more  to  say  on  that  subject,  before  I  proceed  to  the 
other. 

A  similar  striking  coincidence  v^ith  the  same  subject 
has  frequently  been  noticed  by  attentive  readers  of  the 
scriptures,  in  the  account  of  the  exodus  of  the  children 
of  Israel  from  the  land  of  Egypt,  and  their  journey 
through  the  wilderness  to  the  land  of  Canaan.  All  these 
things  were  written  for  our  instruction,  says  the  apostle  ; 
and  it  is  our  duty  and  privilege  to  profit  by  them. 

In  the  first  chapter  of  Genesis,  where  the  creation  of 
the  material  universe  is  treated  of,  it  is  said  that  the  eve- 
ning and  the  rhorning  were  the^r^^  day^  &c.,  &c.,  &c. 
This  expression  corresponds  to  that  ray  of  peace  and 
hope  which  often  dawns  upon  the  mind  under  conviction 
of  sin ;  and  the  peace  and  hope  here  alluded  to,  is  the 
dawning  of  a  new  state,  and  is  sometimes  mistaken  for 
the  new  state  itself,  instead  of  the  first  glimmering  light, 
which  precedes  the  approach  of  morning.  The  distress 
of  mind  before  described,  is  the  evening,  or  last  stage  of 
conviction,  and  the  comfort  now  experienced,  is  the 
dawning  of  that  morning  which  always  succeeds  a  vic- 
tory in  temptation.  So  that  the  evening  and  the  morn- 
ing are  the  first  day  of  the  new  life  which  the  penitent  is 
seeking  to  live.  I  know  not  that  I  so  express  myself  as 
to  be  clearly  understood,  except  by  those  who  have  al- 
ready passed  through  the  incipient  states  of  a  regene- 
rate life;  to  all  others  it  may  appear  "foolishness." 
(See  1  Cor.  i.  23,) 
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The  morning  of  a  new  state  is  very  delightful ;  and 
generally  transports  the  young  penitent  into  extacies  of 
rapture  and  gratitude.  So  that  he  sometimes  exclaims, 
''  Oh !  I  feel  that  my  sins  are  forgiven !  I  am  a  brand 
plucked  from  the  burning !  Sin  has  no  more  power  over 
me — I  am  anew  creature." 

Far  be  it  from  me  to  throw  cold  water  on  such  rap- 
tures. For  they  are  permitted  by  the  Lord,  in  order  to 
encourage  and  lead  on  the  young  pilgrim,  in  his  journey 
through  the  wilderness,  toward  the  land  of  promise.  In 
this  state  we  are  like  the  children  of  Israel,  after  their 
departure  from  Egypt.  For  the  Lord  goes  before  us  to 
lead  us  the  way,  by  day  in  a  pillar  of  cloud,  and  by  night 
in  a  pillar  of  fire  to  give  us  light,  to  go  by  day  and  night ; 
and  we  read  that  ''God  led  them  not  through  the  way  of 
the  land  of  the  Philistines,  although  that  was  near,  for 
God  said  lest  peradventure  the  people  repent  when  fiiey 
see  war,  and  they  return  to  Egypt."  We  are  not  yet 
able  to  bear  the  sight  of  war,  or  encounter  any  serious 
temptation,  and  therefore  his  divine  mercy  leads  us  by  a 
safer  way.  Thus  we  find  that  the  scriptures  are  filled 
with  representations  of  *  our  spiritual  states,  and  ample 
instructions  how  to  conduct  ourselves  in  passing  through 
them. 

These  truths  and  instructions  are  the  waters  with 
which  we  must  purify  our  external  conduct,  by  applying 
them  to  practice  in  our  life.  I  have  said  that  the  Lord, 
in  the  gift  of  his  word,  has  put  the  means  of  purification 
in  every  man's  hand.  This  duty  of  washing  and  purify- 
ing ourselves  from  open  external  evils,  is  called  in  the 
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Apocalipse,  opening  the  door  to  the  Lord.  "  Behold," 
says  he,  "I  stand  at  the  door  and  knock;  if  any  man 
hear  my  voice,  and  open  the  door,  I  will  come  in  to  him, 
and  sup  with  him,  and  he  with  me." 

''Make  you  cleans  After  man  has  put  away  his  out- 
ward evils,  by  renouncing  them  as  sins  against  God, 
the  next  step  he  takes,  (provided  he  suffers  himself  to  be 
led  by  the  divine  operation  upon  his  heart,  in  the  influ- 
ence of  the  Holy  Spirit,  and  upon  his  understanding,  by 
reading  the  scriptures,)  is  to  become  cleansed  of  the 
false  notions  and  ideas  which  appertain  to  his  natural 
mind,  but  which  cannot  now  be  longer  entertained  by 
him,  because  they  have  become  deprived  of  their  life  and 
their  essence.  The  numerous  erroneous  ideas  which 
appertain  to  the  natural  man,  it  would  be  too  much  even 
to  name  in  my  limited  space ;  but  the  quality  and  charac- 
ter of  them,  one  and  all,  are  to  degrade  the  Deity,  and 
to  induce  those  who  think  at  all  of  religion,  to  think 
lightly  of  sin  and  evil  actions,  and  to  place  their  whole 
dependance  for  salvation,  not  on  repentance  and  conver- 
sion, but  o\\  faith  alone. 

The  cleansing  herefrom  can  only  be  effected  by  using 
the  means  above  mentioned,  namely,  to  read  the  scrip- 
tures attentively,  continually  breathing  this  prayer  to 
the  Lord :  "  Open  thou  mine  eyes,  that  I  may  see  won- 
drous things  in  thy  law."  To  attend  diligently  the 
public  worship  of  the  Lord's  house,  where  truth  is  faith- 
fully dispensed  and  opened  to  our  view,  as  well  as  to  have 
a  special  regard  to  the  divine  ordinances  which  he  has 
instituted  to  be  observed  in  his  church  in  all  ages — viz  : 
baptism  and  the  holy  supper. 
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The  Spiritual  cleansing  of  the  soul,  is  not  nor  ever  ccm 
be  an  instantaneous  work,  of  this  we  shall  most  assured- 
ly be  convinced  when  we  have  a  genuine  sight  of  the 
depths  of  hell  into  which  we  have  fallen,  and  the  un- 
clean state  of  our  spiritual  man.  "The  leprosy  lies 
deep  within." 

But  let  us  not  be  discouraged : 

For  He  who  gave  creation  birth, 
Can  re-create  this  mental  earth. 

And  will  certainly  do  so,  if  we  suffer  ourselves  to  be  led 
by  th€  gradual  but  sure  operations  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 

The  next  precept  we  are  to  obey,  in  doing  the  work  of 
repentence,  is  expressed  in  the  following  words  : 

"  Put  away  the  evil  of  your  doings  from  before  mine 
eyes." 

As  the  former  declaration  related  to  the  cleansing  of 
the  understanding  from  false  ideas  and  notions,  more  e»-^ 
pecially  concerning  divine  and  spiritual  things,  so  this  lat- 
ter has  evident  allusion  to  the  loill;  for  the  ivill,  in  man's 
natural  state,  is  the  recipient  vessel  of  evil. 

To  fulfil  this  divine  precept,  it  is  necessary  to  examine 
into  our  hearts,  searching  for  the  ends  and  intentions  of 
our  will,  in  what  we  do.  For  man  may  purify  his  out- 
ward part,  from  many  motives  which  are  far  from  genu- 
ine. For  instance,  he  may  abstain  from  evils  for  worldly 
and  sensual  reasons,  as  the  loss  of  wealth,  health,  repu- 
tation, and  life ;  and  perhaps  in  our  first  setting  out  in  re- 
ligious ways,  something  of  this  sort  was  our  chief  induce- 
ment to  enter  into  the  road ;  for  our  ever-merciful  Lord 
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leads  us  all,  not  only  by  our  own  fallicies,  but  also  by  our 
own  sensualities,  endeavouring,  if  possible,  to  bend  us  to* 
Himself.  But  when  the  understanding  has  become 
cleansed ;  when  the  genuine  truths  of  heaven  have  been^^ 
in  some  measure  at  least,  received,  then  the  Lord  leads 
on,  to  examine  into  the  end  and  motive  for  which  evils- 
were  put  away,  and  to  put  away  the  evil  of  our  doings  f 
for  if  evil  actions  are  not  put  away  from  good  motives^ 
our  apparent  good  works  are  evil,  because  we  are  only 
"whited  walls  and  painted  sepulchres,  full  of  rottenness 
within  and  dead  men's  bones." 

We  put  away  the  evil  of  our  doings  from  before  the 
eyes  of  the  Lord^  when  we  consider  that  evil  in^  affection 
is  the  same,  before  the  omniscient  and  omnipresent  God^ 
as  evil  in  act;  and  that  evils  ought  not  to  be  done,  be^ 
cause  they  are  not  only  contrary  to  the  love  and  light  of 
heaven,  but  contrary  to  the  mind  of  that  pure  Being 
whose  eyes  cannot  behold  iniquity  or  sin.  Joseph  thus 
put  away  evil  from  before  the  eyes  of  the  Lord,  v^^hen 
tempted  by  his  mistress  to  commit  the  foul  crime  of  adul- 
tery. "  How,  (says  he)  shall  I  do  this  great  wickedness^ 
and  sin  against  GodV  He  does  not  in  his  reasoning 
with  himself,  say,^  "  How,  shall  I  do  this  and  dishonor 
my  good  name?  Injure  and  become  ungrateful  to  my 
master,  who  has  exalted  me  to  high  dignity  in  his  house  1" 
He  does  not  reason  concerning  the  bad  consequences 
which  may  follow  with  respect  to  himself.  These  things 
all  appear  beneath  his  elevated  mind;  his  thoughts  at 
once  centre  in  his  God,  and  he  abstains  from  the  evil  from 
this  motive^  because  it  was  sin  against  Him.     The  mani- 
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festation  of  the  love  of  his  heart  toward  the  Lord,  was 
apparent  by  his  fear  to  offend  him;  ^-fear  which  accom- 
panies all  true  love.  This  is  what  I  mean  by  putting  away 
evil  as  sin  against  God,  If  evil  be  put  away  from  any 
other  motive,  it  is  not  actually  jow^  away^  but  only  conceal- 
-ed.  It  is  like  pus  under  a  scab,  it  will  corrode  still  deep- 
er into  the  system,  until  the  whole  man  be  contaminated. 
Having  once  attained,  by  divine  assistance,  the  mas- 
tery over  evil,  we  ought  to  continue  therein  to  the  end  of 
our  life,  and  always  ''cease  to  do  e^;^7,"  which  is  the  last 
injunction^in  the  words  I  selected  to  illustrate  the  duty  of 
repentance:  for  whilst  we  are  permitted  to  tarry  here,  be- 
low, it  is  all  the  way  through  a  state  oi probation.  We 
are  brought  tlirough  this  wilderness  to  try  andjprove  the 
'genuine  nature  of  our  love  ^nd  faith.  Better  never  begin 
•to  walk  in  religion's  ways,  than  at  last  to  go  back,  return- 
ing like  a  dog  to  his  vomit,  and  like  a  swine  that  is  wash- 
.ed,  to  her  wallowing  in  the  mire.  It  is  needful  that  the 
Christian  be  ever  on  his  watch  tower,  for  the  enemies  of 
his  soul  are  always  going  about  like  roaring  lions,  seek- 
ing whom  they  may  devour.  It  is  ever  incumbent  on  the 
penitent  to  watch  and  pray  that  he  fall  not  into  tempta- 
tion. The  promises  are — ''He  that  endureth  to  the  end 
shall  he  saved.''''  "  Be  thou  faithful  unto  death,  and  IiviM 
give  thee  a  crown  of  life.'''' 
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The  Lord  will  then  create 

A  firmament  sublime, 
Celestial  thoughts  to  separate 
From  those  of  sense  and  time. 

We  then  no  more  believe 

The  work  to  be  our  own ; 
But  all  of  good  that  we  receive 

Ascribe  to  God  alone. 

Woodworth's  Religious  Melodies. 


Having  thus  embodied  my  ideas  respecting  the  work 
of  repentance,  I  will  now  proceed  to  describe  the  next 
state  of  the  regenerate  life,  which  is  called  conversion; 
for  when  a  man,  from  conscientious  motives,  has  ceased 
to  do  evil,  in  thought,  word  or  deed,  he  begins  of  course 
to  do  well,  for  the  very  act  of  abstaining  from  evil,  is  the 
first  step  in  well-doing. 

Much  has  been  written  and  preached  from  the  pulpit, 
concerning  CONVERSION,  its  nature,  quality,  and  effects  on 
the  mind,  as  well  as  repentance ;  but,  in  consequence  of 
the  spiritual  darkness  which  appears  to  have  clouded  the 
human  mind,  the  subject  in  the  present  age  is  not  suffi- 
ciently well  understood.  For  mankind,  now-a-days, 
seem  to  have  reversed  that  precept  of  our  Savior,  which 
enjoins  us  to  "seek  first  the  kingdom  of  heaven  :"  and 
every  one  appears  to  act  as  if  the  injunction  was  to  seek 
first  the  good  things  of  this  world.  Thus  the  pious  man 
the  man  simply  inquiring  concerning  his  religious  duty, 
for  the  sake  of  the  salvation  of  his  soul,  is  left  unenlight- 
ened by  example,  while  he  is  so  bewildered  by  contra- 
dictory doctrines,  that  he  knows  not  how  to  beheve  or 
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^ct,  and  is  left  in  perplexing  doubts,  and  desponding 
fears,  causing  him  to  hang  down  his  head  like  a  bullrush, 
fearful  lest  the  path  wherein  he  walks  is  not  the  true 
road  to  eternal  felicity:. 

Both  repentance  and  conversion^  as  well  as  every  othei 
Christian  grace  and  virtue,  according  to  the  interior 
ground  of  the  subject,  are  of  the  Lord  alone,  from  whom 
we  receive  every  good  thought  or  affection  that  can  find 
place  in  the  human  mind,  for  ''a  man  can  have  nothing 
except  it  be  given  him  from  above,"  and  the  Savior  says, 
"  Without  me  ye  can  do  nothing;"  yet  still  it  is  a  truth, 
that  man  should  both  repent  and  convert  as  of  himself, 
for  hence  springs  all  the  activity  of  the  life  of  heaven  in 
the  soul.  I  say  as  of  liimself,  because  thus  our  gracious 
and  all-wise  Creator  permits  us  to  perceive  and  under- 
stand his  operations  of  love  and  mercy,  upon  our  hearts 
and  souls,  while  we  endeavor  to  exert  the  powers  which 
we  possess,  and  in  which  we  are  momentarily  upheld, 
and  without  the  possession  of  which,  we  should  not  en- 
joy the  human  faculty,  the  image  and  likeness  of  the 
Divinity,  wherein  man  was  originally  created. 

The  particular  distinction  between  repentance  and 
conversion  is,  that  repentance  consists  in  putting  away 
our  evil  and  false  notions,  from  conscientious  motives; 
:and  conversion  consists  in  living  a  good  and  dutiful  lifb 
^fter  our  evils  (including  wicked  thoughts  and  desires) 
are  actually  put  away ;  the  latter  state  succeeding  the 
fomier.  For  as  man  thus  actually  puts  away  his  evils 
from  before  the  eyes  of  the  Lord,  after  devout  supplica- 
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tion,  the  Holy  Spirit  flows  into  his  mind,*  with  good- 
ness and  truth,  which  take  the  place  of  those  evil  pro- 
pensities and  erroneous  ideas  which  are  now  expelled 
from  his  mind;  and  if  these  new  gifts  and  graces  are  re- 
ceived in  love  and  reduced  to  practice  in  life  and  con- 
duct, the  man  becomes  a  new  creature  ;  "old.  things  are 
passed  away,  and  all  things  have  become  new."  In 
short,  he  is  a  converted  man.  This,  and  nothing  short 
of  this,  is  genuine  conversion,  and  they  who  have  not 
reached  this  state,  are  deluded  if  they  flatter  themselves 
that  they  have  "  experienced  religlon,'^^  and  that  they  are 
turned  to  the  Lord  by  conversion! 

I  have  already  noticed  the  striking  coincidence  which 
exists  between  the  first  chapter  of  Genesis,  where  the 
creation  of  the  material  universe  appears  to  be  treated 
of,  and  that  process  vvrliich  takes  place  in  every  regene- 
rating mind,  in  its  passage  from  "  death  unto  life," 
Thus  in  this  passage :  "  And  God  said,  let  there  be  a 
firmament  in  the  midst  of  the  waters,  and  let  it  divide 
the  waters  from  the  waters.^  -^'xlnd  God  made  the  fir- 
mament, and  divided  betv/een  the  waters  which  were 
under  the  firmament,  and  the  waters  which  were  above 
the  firmament."  This  corresponds  to  that  stage  of  re- 
generation, when  man  first  discovers  that  he  has  an  in- 
ternal man,  which  is  superior  to  his  external;  and  is  able 
to  distinguish  between  the  knowledges  which  are  in  the 
internal,  that  is,  the  good  propensities  and  true  s^iritucd 


"The  wind  bloweth  where  it  listeth,  and  thou  hearest  the  sound  there- 
of, but  canst  not  tell  whence  it  cometh  or  whither  it  goeth;  so  is  everj 
cone  that  is  born  of  the  Spirit.    John,  iii.  8. 
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ideas  which  he  has  imbibed,  and  for  which  he  is  indebt- 
ed to  the  Lord  alone.  I  say  he  can  now  distinguish  be- 
tween these  spiritual  truths,  and  those  scientific  laruths 
appertaining  to  the  external  man,  which  are  those  good 
works  which  man  still  supposes  he  does,  and  the  truths 
he  still  supposes  he  speaks  from  himself.  When  man 
can  perceive  this  distinction  between  natural  sciences 
and  spiritual  illumination,  and  that  the  latter  is  of  a  hea- 
venly nature,  he  devoutly -« ays  with  David  "When  I 
consider  the  heuvens^the  Vfoxk  oi  tky  fingers,  the  moon 
and  the  stars,  which  thou  hast  ordained,  what  is  man 
that  thou  art  mindful  of  him  ]  and  the  son  of  man,  that 
thou  visited  him  1" 

"And  the  evening  and  the  morning  were  the  second 
day."  A  new  morning  now  dawns  upon  the  benighted 
soul,  and  the  young  penitent  finds  that  his  path  is  grow- 
ing "brighter  and  brighter,"  and.  that  the  injunction 
learn  to  do  ivellis  put  as  the  frontispiece  of  conversion^ 
and  immediately  follows  the  words  cease  to  do  evil,  be- 
cause man  does  nc^  come  into  a  fit  frame  of  mind  to 
learn  the  things  of  a  spiritual  ^nd  heavenly  nature,  that 
promote  the  soul's  everlasting  welfare;  nor  does  he 
effectually  apply  truths  to  life  and  conduct^  uiitil  he  has 
faithfully  performed  the  duty  of  repentance. 

The  reason  is,  because  until  man  effectually  puts 
away  his  evils,  the  understanding  is  full  of  all  manner  of 
falsities,  favoring  those  evils ;  and  agreeably  to  the  say- 
ing of  Solomon,  "A  full  soul  loatheth  the  honey-comb." 
Another  reason  is,  because  man  cannot  savingly  learn 
to  do  welli  until  he  becomes  clothed  with  humility.  Everj 
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man,  before  conversion,  is  full  of  the  pride  of  his  own  in- 
^elligence,  not  willingly  bending  himself  to  the  teachings 
•of  the  Holy  Scriptures;  but  in  the  same  proportion  as 
evil  is  put  aAvay,  he  sees  the  fallacy  of  trusting  to  self- 
derived  intelligence :  he  sees  and  feels  that  without  di- 
vine instruction,  he  is  altogether  ignorant  of  the  things 
of  a  spiritual  life,  and  of  those  ti^uths  and  good  inclina- 
tions, which  by  reason  of  their  flowing  down  from  hea- 
ven into  the  mind,  fit  the  humble  receiver  for,  and  actu- 
ally elevate  him  to  that  happy  state,  which  will  be  the 
sure  portion  of  every  one  who  receives  trufch  from  the 
Lord,  and  whatever  we  receive  from  the  Scriptures,  in 
a  state  of  humility,  we  receive  from  the  Lord ;  for  the 
Lord  teaches  no  man  that  which  is  good  and  true,  ex- 
cept through  the  medium  of  his  Holy  Word.  To  that 
fountain  it  therefore  becomes  us  to  apply  our  mind,  and 
search  for  the  truth  as  for  hidden  treasures ;  copying  the 
example  of  the  merchantman,  in  the  parable,  ''  seeking 
goodly  pearls,  and  when  he  had  found  one  pearl  of  great 
price,  went  and  sold  all  that  he  had,  and  bought  it." 

And  let  us  rest  assured,  that  if  we  search  the  Holy 
Word,  from  simple,  honest  hearts ;  from  upright,  disin- 
terested motives,  we  shall  find  the  Lord's  declaration  to 
that  point  fully  accomplished  in  our  own  experience,  that 
f^  whosoever  asketli,  receiveth;  he  that  seeketh,  findeth; 
to  him  that  knocketh,  it  shall  be  opened."  It  cannot  be 
otherwise,  becuuse  every  good  and  true  desire  in  our  bo- 
som comes  from  the  Lord  alone ;  and  His  love  forbids  to 
enkindle  any  desire  which  he  will  not  fully  satisfy  in 
His  own  good  time. 
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Learn  to  do  well.  The  Hebrew  word  here  rendered 
to  do  well,  means  to  he  good,  to  do  good,  and  to  cause  to 
be  good,  that  is  to  endeavor  to  cause  others  to  he  good. 

Herein  we  behold  tiie  first  step  of  true  and  genuine 
conversion.  It  consists  in  learning  truths,  but  not  for 
the  same  end  as  before  our  evils  were  put  away;  for  we 
then  learned  truths  for  the  sake  of  storing  and  enriching 
our  minds  with  knowledges  of  various  kinds.  The  truths 
we  acquired  in  that  case,  were  exalted  to  no  higher  de- 
gree than  our  understanding  principle,  wherefore  they 
were  all  scientifically  received,  and  in  these  riches  w^e 
trusted,  like  the  man  in  the  parable,  whose  grounds 
brought  forth  plentifully,  and  who  thought  within  him- 
self, saying,  "  Wliat  shall  I  do,  because  I  have  no  room 
where  to  bestow  my  fruits !  And  he  said,  this  will  I  do : 
I  will  pull  down  my  barns  and  build  greater;  and  there 
will  I  bestow  all  my  fruits  and  my  goods ;  and  I  will  say 
to  my  soul,  'Soul  hast  much  goods  laid  up  for  many 
years:  take  thine  ease,  eat,  drink  and  be  merry.'  But 
God  said  unto  him,  '  Thou  fool :  this  night  thy  soul  shall 
be  required  of  thee ;  then  whose  shall  those  things  be, 
which  thou  hast  provided  V  So  is  he  that  layeth  up  trea- 
sure for  himself,  and  is  not  rich  toward  God." 

But  now^,  that  we  have  advanced  to  a  higher  state, 
truths  are  learned  for  the  sake  of  amending  the  heart  and 
life,  and  not  merely  for  enlightening  the  understanding' 
for  the  heart  now  begins  to  be  inflamed  with  heavenly 
love,  and  the  feet  begin  to  walk  the  narrow  path  that 
leads  to  everlasting  happiness.  Therefore  agreeably  to 
the  true  import  of  the  word  rendered  to  do  well,  the  search 
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after  truth  is  made  in  order  that  after  we  have  become 
truly  informed  in  what  is  good,  the  heart  may  love  it, 
the  hands  may  do  it,  and  with  a  holy  zeal,  regulated  by 
prudence,  we  endeavor  to  cause  Qthers  to  do  the  same, 
agreeably  to  our  Lord's  advice ':  "  So  let  your  light  shine 
before  men,  that  they  seeing  your  good  works  may  glo- 
rify your  Father  which  is  in  heaven." 

But  let  us  not,  in  our  eagerness  to  instruct  others,  for- 
get that  injunction  of  our  Savior,  which  says — "Give 
not  that  which  is  holy  unto  the  dogs,  neither  cast  ye 
your  pearls  before  swine,  lest  they  trample  them  under 
their  feet,  and  turn  again  and  rend  you."  Too  many 
Christians  forget  this  precept,  and  in  their  zeal  for  ma- 
king proselytes,  introduce  the  subject  of  religian  into  all 
their  conversations. 
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No.  XII.— SAME  SUBJECT  CONTINUED  AND 
CONCLUDED. 


Happy  the  heart  where  graces  reign. 
Where  love  inspires  the  breast: 

Love  is  the  brightest  of  the  train, 
And  strengthens  all  the  rest. 

'Tis  Love  that  makes  our  cheerful  feet 

In  sweet  obedience  move; 
Love  is  the  sun  whose  glowing  heat 

Can  coldest  hearts  improve. 

This  is  the  grace  that  lives  and  sings, 
When  faith  and  hope  shall  cease ; 

'Tis  this  shall  strike  our  joyful  strings 
In  realms  of  endless  peace. — Hymn  Booh, 


In  pursuing  that  passage  in  Isaiah,  which  I  selected 
to  illustrate  the  duties  of  repentance  and  conversion,  I 
find  that  the  next  injunction  is,  "  Seek  judgment, ''''  which 
means  seek  spiritual  truth,  which  is  sure  to  pass  judg- 
ment on  our  evil  thoughts  and  affections,  and  to  con- 
demn them.  In  various  other  passages  of  scripture,  we 
are  exhorted  to  "seek  judgment"  and  to  "keep  judg- 
ment," which  doubtless  means  to  esteem  those  truths, 
and  embrace  them  with  affection,  which  are  opposed  to 
the  evil  thoughts  and  affections  appertaining  to  our  naU 
ural  state,  and  which  pass  a  judgment  upon  them.  For 
we  are  all  naturally  prone  to  evil,  which  propensities 


73  CONVERSION. 

are  received  by  hereditary  descent  from  our  parents,  and 
are  sometimes  called  orifrinal  sins.  When  these  evil 
propensities  break  out  into  external  actions,  they  be- 
come actual  transgressions,  which  are  condemnatory  un- 
less repented  of.  Hence  the  necessity  oirepentance  and 
conversion,  "  We  have  all  gone  astray.  There  is  none 
that  doeth  good,  no,  not  one." 

The  effect  of  genuine  spiritual  and  heavenly  truths 
upon  the  heart  and  mind  is,  to  pronounce  a  judgment 
upon  the  evils  and  faults  of  our  natural  man.  Truth,  in 
the  first  place,  manifests  our  evils,  in  order  that  by  re- 
pentance we  may  put  them  away.  This  work  we  can 
only  perform  as  to  our  external ;  the  purification  of 
our  internal  is  an  after  work,  and  only  takes  place  as  we 
seek  judgment ;  that  is,  as  our  mind  becomes  enlighten- 
ed into  divine  truths,  for  therein  we  have  power  over  all 
our  internal  spiritual  enemies.  True  and  genuine /a^YA 
has  always  been  esteemed  of  an  omnipotent  nature ;  it 
is,  therefore,  justly  called  "  the  whole  armor  of  God," 
the  sword  of  the  spirit,  the  shield  of  the  Christian,  the 
helmet  of  salvation.  These  are  certainly  the  properties 
of  faith,  provided  it  be  the  faith  of  truth  flowing  from 
goodness;  genuine  faith  being  derived  from  no  other 
source,  is  therefore  formed  from  the  teaching  of  the 
holy  word,  which  is  a  display  of  divine  truths  from  the 
Lord  to  man.  And  if  fedth,  which  is  derived  from  truth, 
has  this  effect,  how  much  more  timth  itself^  For  in  re- 
ality divine  truth  is  the  fountain  ;  faith,  when  rightly 
considered,  being  no  more  than  a  stream  flowing  there- 
from. 
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Seeking  for  judgment,  therefore,  comes  into  fulness 
of  effect,  in  the  experience  of  the  faithful,  when  by  the 
divine  mercy  the  penitent  is  enabled  to  adjudge  all  evil 
in  and  with  himself,  to  hell,  as  the  source  whence  it 
originated  ;  and  to  ascribe  all  good  to  the  Lord,  the  only 
fountain  and  flowing  stream  in  and  with  all  who  receive , 
become,  and  do  good. 

I  now  come  to  the  three  remaining  precepts  which 
conclude  the  passage  from  the  prophet,  to  illustrate  the 
duty  I  am  considering.  ^^  Relieve  the  oppressed:  judge 
the  fatherless :  plead  for  the  widow,^^  which  all  allude  to 
charity  in  act  and  exercise,  and  thus  to  good  works : 
works  with  man  being  either  good  or  evil,  as  done  from 
self  or  done  from  the  Lord. 

All  works  done  by  man,  before  evils  are  put  away  by 
repentance  as  sins  against  God,  are  evils,  however  fair 
the  outside  appearance,  inasmuch  as  they  are  done  from 
man's  own  selfhood,  which  is  nothing  but  evil ;  there- 
fore our  Savior  calls  such  who  thas  perform  good  works 
hypocritically,  "  whited  walls  and  painted  sepulchres." 
All  works  done  by  man,  after  evils  are  put  away,  are  not 
done  of  man,  but  of  the  "  Lord  in  man:^^  for  the  Lord 
now  enters  into  the  young  convert's  heart  as  into  his 
own  mansion  ;  agreeably  to  his  promise  in  the  Apocal- 
ypse—-" If  any  man  hear  my  voice,  and  will  open  the 
door,  [by  repentance]  I  v/ill  come  to  him,  and  will  sup 
with  him,  and  he  with  me."  Although  good  works  are 
done,  and  cannot  be  otherwise  performed  by  man  than 
as  of  himself,  nevertheless  he  believes  and  acknowledges 
from  the  hearty  that  all  is  wholly  of  and  from  the  Lord 
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It  is  necessary  that  man  thus  do  good  as  well  as  to  be- 
lieve truth,  as  of  himself;  that  as  the  Lord  acts  man 
may  re-act  from  him,  thus  that  conjunction  may  take 
place  between  the  L  ord  and  man,  so  that  each  party  to 
the  covenant  may  in  be  the  fullness  of  their  delights 
The  Lord,  on  one  part,  becoming  conjoined  to  man,  by 
entering  into  his  heart,  and  taking  up  his  abode  therein ; 
and  man,  on  the  other  part,  becoming  conjoined  to  the 
Lord  by  love  and  faith,  which  is  eternal  life,  with  all  its 
concomitant  blessedness,  joys  and  peace. 

The  operations  of  genuine  charity  consist  in  doing 
justice  with  judgment,  under  the  influence  of  the  Lord 
the  Savior.  By  '*  doing  justice,''''  I  mean  from  an  affec- 
tion of  goodness  ;  with  judgment,  means,  conjoined  to 
truth :  hence  with  a  warm  affectionate  heart,  and  an 
enlightened  understanding.  By  being  "  under  the  in- 
fluence of  the  Lord  the  Savior,"  I  mean  because  in  set- 
ting the  Lord  always  before  us,  we  never  desire  and 
delight  in  doing  that  which  may  most  redound  to  his 
glory  and  our  neighbour's  good. 

In  the  language  of  inspiration,  which  is  the  spiritual 
language  in  which  the  scriptures  were  written,  the  op. 
pressed  mean  those  persons  who  are  oppressed  by  a 
painful  conviction  of  sin,  and  are  mourning  over  the  er- 
rors of  a  mis-spent  life.  In  this  state  the  young  peni- 
tent is  infested  (mentally)  by  evil  spirits  from  hell,  who 
cause  all  the  evil  he  feels,  because  they  tempt  him  to 
despair  of  forgiveness ;  they  accuse  him  before  God  day 
and  night,  although  he  is  permitted  to  believe  that  bis 
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pain  is  all  caused  by  the  internal  operations  of  the  holy 
spirit.     But  "  God  tempts  no  man." 

These  are  the  oppressed^  whom  we  are  directed  to  re- 
lieve, and  the  best  mode  of  affording  this  relief  is  to 
point  out  to  them  those  pages  in  the  word  of  God,  from 
which  the  converted  have  previously  derived  comfort ; 
such  passages,  for  instance,  as  speak  of  the  never  fail-- 
ing  mercy  of  God  ;  as,  "  He  is  merciful  and  gracious, 
slow  to  anger,  and  plenteous  in  mercy."  ^'  He  will  not 
always  chide ;  neither  will  he  keep  his  anger  for  ever. 
He  hath  not  dealt  with  us  after  our  sins,  nor  rewarded 
us  according  to  our  iniquities.  Oh!  give  thanks  unto 
the  Lord,  for  His  mercy  endureth  for  ever  1  &c.  &c." 

To  relieve  such,  is  acting  the  part  of  the  good  Sama- 
ritan to  the  man  who  fell  among  thieves  ;  and  what 
worse  thieves  can  a  man  fall  among,  than  those  accusing 
devils^  who  rob  him  of  every  thing  he  thought  his  own, 
and  leave  him  for  dead,  neglected  or  unnoticed  by  the 
priest  or  levite,  who  pass  by  on  the  other  side.  But  the, 
good  Samaritan,  and  we  are  required  to  act  like  him, 
pours  oil  and  wine  into  his  wounds,  raises  him  again  to  a 
travelling  position,  and  brings  him  to  an  inn  of  spiritual 
refreshment,  leaving  the  means  for  his  further  support 
and  encouragement. 

In  this  state  of  spiritual  oppression,  which  is  a  state 
of  conviction  of  sin,  the  soul  which  is  undergoing  the 
same,  has  not  a  clear  sight  of  genuine  truth,  and  is  apt 
to  believe  that  all  the  infestations  he  feels  within,  kin- 
dling up  his  evil  affections  and  false  imaginations,  are 
all  from  himself,  which  is  not  the  fact. 
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To  relieve  the  oppressed^  therefore,  is  to  endeavor  to 
bring  them  into  the  light  of  divine  truth,  which  teaches 
that  every  evil  and  false  idea  that  passes  through  the 
mind,  is  from  hell,  and  does  not  become  imputed  to  man, 
except  to  those  who  wittingly  fall  into  them,  and  bring 
them  into  external  act,  thus  adopting  and  making  them 
their  own.  But  ye  who  are  in  a  more  advanced  state, 
ye  are  commanded  to  relieve  the  oppressed.  Let  them 
know  the  truth,  and  the  truth  will  make  them  free. 

By  the  fatherless,  in  a  spiritual  point  of  view,  are 
meant  those  under  conviction,  who  forget  that  God  is  a 
tender  and  affectionate  parent  to  them,  and  has  instruct- 
ed them  us  to  address  Him  as  "  Our  Father  in  the  hea- 
vens." He  also  says,  by  the  mouth  of  the  prophet  be- 
fore quoted — *^  I  have  nourished  and  brought  up  chil- 
dren, but  they  have  rebelled  against  me  I  They  have 
forsaken  the  Lord.  They  have  provoked  the  Holy  One 
of  Israel  to  anger ;  they  are  gone  away  backward  - 
Why  should  ye  be  stricken  any  more  1  Come,  now,  and 
let  us  reason  together,  saith  the  Lord.  Though  your 
sins  be  as  scarlet,  they  shall  be  white  as  snow ;  though 
they  be  red  like  crimson,  they  shall  be  as  wool.  If  ye 
be  willing  and  obedient,  ye  shall  eat  the  good  of  the 
land.     The  mouth  of  the  Lord  hath  spoken  it." 

To  judge  the  fatherless,  therefore,  is  to  endeavour  to 
persuade  those  who  know  their  duty  to  reduce  it  to 
practice  in  their  lives.  For  knowing  our  duty  without 
doing  it,  is  at  best  faith  alone  :  it  is  only  religion  in  the 
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head :  but  except  it  be  also  in  the  heart  and  life^  it  will 
not  be  effectual  to  ensure  our  everlasting  salvation. 

"Plead  for  the  widow."  Our  Lord  said  to  his  own 
townsmen  of  Nazareth — "No  prophet  is  accepted  in  his 
own  country.  But  I  tell  yon  of  a  truth,  many  widows 
were  in  Israel  in  the  days  of  Elias,  when  the  heaven  was 
shut  up  three  years  and  six  months,  when  great  famine 
was  throughout  all  the  land;  but  unto  none  of  them  was 
Elias  sent,  save  unto  Sarepta,  a  city  of  Sidon,  unto  a 
woman  that  w^as  a  vjidow.''^  Here  was  performed  the 
miracle  of  multiplying  the  oil  and  the  meal,  by  the  pro- 
phet, w^hich  corresponds  to  the  increase  of  love  and  faith, 
%  the  mind  of  a  humble  penitent  during  the  process  of 
conversion,  and  is  in  truth  "pleading  for  the  v/idow," 
plainly  pointing  out  our  duty  of  "  strengthening  our  breth- 
ren," who  are  oppressed  by  their  own  evils,  and  the  in- 
festation of  infernal  spirits. 

Thus  I  have  endeavored,  very  briefly,  to  illustrate  the 
marks  and  evidences  of  genuine  conversion  to  the  Lord, 
as  laid  down  by  the  prof)het  Isaiah,  the  Word  of  God 
being  given  in  such  language  that  the  wise  may  under- 
stand it  in  wisdom,  and  the  simple  in  simplicity;  every 
man  being  required  to  act  according  to  his  best  under- 
standing of  the  same.  ^^Tioever,  from  an  affectionate 
heart,  obeys  the  injunctions  and  counsels  given  in  the 
letter  of  the  Holy  Word,  qualifies  himself  to  attain  to  the 
life  of  the  spirit,  whereby  he  becomes  entitled,  after 
death,  to  take  his  mansion  among  blessed  angelic  spirits 
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who  are  in  similiar  loves,  and  similar  degrees  of  wisdom, 
whence  one  blissful  scene-  of  inexhaustible  delight  will 
open  and  expand  to  a  boundless  eternity,  when  the  mo- 
mentary labor  we  may  have  undergone  here  below,  in 
practising  the  duties  of  repentance  and  conversion  will 
be  indefinitely  repaid. 


THE    END. 
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A  volume  of  poems  by  this  accomplished  scholar  and  excellent  poet,  is  now 
published  and  executed  with  great  typographical  beauty.  Those  who  are  fa- 
miliar  with  the  writings  of  the  author,  need  not  be  told  that  the  inward  beauty 
more  than  conforms  to  the  externals. — Knickerbocker  Magazine. 

When  Geraldine  shall  be  published  we  will  congratulate  the  public  on  its 
gain;  for  there  has  been  no  poem  published  within  the  last  twenty-five  years, 
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THE  TTRITINGS  OF  S\r£]>£NBORG, 

And  New  Church  books  generally.  Among  those  on  hand  are  the  follow- 
ing, viz. 

THE  HEAVENLY  ARCANA,  Vols.  1  and  2,  at  $1  each. 

APOCALYPSE  REVEALED,  3  Vols,  complete,  $2. 

FOUR  LEADING  DOCTRINES  OF  THE  NEW  CHURCH,  viz.,  The 
Lord,  The  Sacred  Scripture,  Faith  and  Life,  75  cents. 

THE  TRUE  CHRISTIAN  RELIGION,  or  UNIVERSAL  THEOLO- 
GY  of  the  New  Church,  $3. 

THE  NATURE  OF  THE  INTERCOURSE  between  the  Soul  and  the 
Body,  10  cents. 

A  TREATISE  CONCERNING  HEAVEN  AND  ITS  WONDERS, 
and  also  CONCERNING  HELL,  75  cents. 

TRACTS  ON  THE  TRUE  OBJECT  OF  WORSHIP,  Regeneration, 
and  the  Atonement,  together  with  the  smaller  works  of  Nohle^  Clowes^  &c. 

Orders  for  New  Church  Books  received  and  promptly  attended  to,  inclu- 
ding the 

NEW  JERUSALEM  MAGAZINE,  published  in  Boston,  at  $2,50  a  year. 

Also,  THE  PRECURSOR,  published  at  Cincinnati  at  $2,50  a  year. 

Also  just  published, 
CLISSOLD'S  Letter  to  the  Archbishop  of  Dublin,  75  cents. 

Notices  received  of 
COI^MAN'S  ©RAMATIC  I^raRART, 

"  This  work  is  intended  to  embrace  only  productions  of  merit  from  Ameru 
can  authors." — Weekly  Messenger. 

"  Mr.  Colman  has  started  a  new  idea,  and  we  hope  he  will  find  support  to 
carry  it  out — it  is  in  the  very  best  style. — Phil.  Sat.  Courier, 

"  We  cannot  doubt  this  series  will  be  highly  successful." — Prov.  Journal, 
BIANCA  VISCONTI,  Or  tlie  Heart  Overtask'd, 

BY  N.  P.  WILLIS. 

Among  the  notices  which  have  come  to  the  pubHsher's  knowledge  are  the 
following. 

"This  play  is  published  in  the  same  beautiful  style  as  "Athenia  of  Damas- 
cus," and  will  add  to  the  reputation  of  Mr.  Willis. — Providence  Journal. 

"  The  merit  of  this  touching  and  beautiful  tragedy  is  too  widely  known  to 
require  from  us  more  than  a  passing  notice  of  its  publication."^-ia)MfsiM7ie 
News  Letter. 

"  It  forms  the  second  of  the  series  of  the  Dramatic  Library^,  and  m,  in  a 
beautiful  ioxm.^^-r^Boston  Paper, 

New  Notices  of 
ATHENIA  OF  DAITIASCUS, 

A  TRAGEDY  BY  RUFUS  DAWES. 

"  A  superior  poem,  and  one  of  the  handsomest  books  ever  issued.**— P^t7. 
Sat,  Courier, 

"  A  Drama  of  much  interest." — Weekly  Messenger, 

"  Not  only  a  beautiful  poem,  but  a  tasteful  and  strong  tragedy.** — N,  Y,  Gaz, 

"  Its  incidents  are  stirring  and  full  of  interest ;  its  language  chaste,  ner- 
vous, and  replete  with  poetry.** — Portland  Transcript, 
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IN  PREPARATZOIV. 

THE  CINQUEFOIL,  or  TALES  OF  FIVE  LANDS.     By  N.  P.  Willis. 

THE  FAUQUIER  SULPHUR  SPRINGS.  A  small  volume,  intended 
as  a  guide  to  the  invalid,  and  to  those  seeking  a  delightful  residence  for  the 
summer  months. 

I.ECTURES  ON  PMUENOLOGY, 
And  its  applications  to  education,  jurisprudence,  and  the  present  condition 
and  future  prospects  of  the  United  States.  By  George  Combe,  Esq.,  of  Edin- 
burgh.  Reported  with  the  approval,  and  under  the  general  supervision  of  Mr. 
Combe,  with  notes.  An  Introductory  Essay,  and  the  Phrenological  mode  of  in- 
vestigation,  and  an  historical  sketch  of  the  rise  and  progress  of  Phrenology. 
£1/  A.  Boardman,  Secretary  of  the  Phrenological  Society  of  New-York.  The 
work  will  also  be  illustrated  by  good  drawings,  adapted  to  the  more  clear  un- 
derstanding  of  the  subject.     Price  I  Dollar. 

The  publisher  has  the  pleasure  to  announce  that  he  has  the  above  work  in 
press.  These  Lectures  are  by  its  greatest  hving  teacher.  The  fullness, 
accuracy,  and  comprehensiveness  of  the  reports,  taken  in  connection  with  the 
notes,  the  introductory  essay,  and  the  historical  sketch,  will  render  this  work, 
it  is  believed,  the  best  introduction  to  Phrenology  which  has  appeared  in  any 
language.  To  Americans  it  will  possess  peculiar  interest,  containing  as  it 
does,  observations  on  their  habits  and  institutions,  by  a  highly  observant,  gen- 
erous and  philosophic  mind. 

liETTEKS  OF  JOHN  SMITH,  \1"ITH  FICTEIRS  TO  MATCH, 
Every  body  knows  that  the  veritable  Jack  Downing  has  employed  his  cou- 
sin John  Smith,  of  Smithville,  Down  East,  to  correspond  with  the  New  York 
Mirror,  about  the  Disputed  Territory,  and  so  on.  Those  letters,  with  "  picters 
to  match,"  are  in  press,  and  will  soon  be  published,  in  the  same  style  of  Jack's 
own  letters.  Seba  Smith,  Esq.,  the  author  of  both,  has  the  richest  and  most 
Yankee  dialect  of  any  writer  who  has  attempted  to  give  the  peculiarities  of 
Jonathan.  The  wit  is  real,  attic,  and  is  something  more  than  poor  orthogra- 
phy— and  the  book  will  be  worth  putting  beside  the  original  letters  of  the  origi- 
nal Jack  Downing. 

COI.MAN9S  MONTMEY  MISCEEEANY, 
An  Original  American  Journal  of  Literature,  as  various,  spirited  and  at- 
tractive, as  the  literature  of  the  country,  and  the  talents  of  some  of  its  best 
writers  can  make  it. 

No  set  plan  is  given,  nor  is  it  intended  to  have  any  ;  the  intention  of  the 
Editors  is,  that  it  shall  be,  emphatically,  a  National  Journal  ;  containing 
nothing  that  can  be  called  sectional,  sectarian,  or  partisan,  in  any  sense  of 
these  words. 

This  work  will  be  edited  by  Grenville  Mellen  and  William  Cutter, 
assisted  by  several  of  the  most  talented  writers  of  this  country.  The  first 
Number  is  to  be  issued  about  the  1st  of  June  next,  and  will  contain  about 
100  pages  8vo. 

Terms. — The  price  is  Fifty  Cents  a  Number,  or  Six  Dollars  a  year ;  but  if 
paid  in  advance.  Five  Dollars  only  will  be  required. 

Published  by  Samuel  Colman,  No.  VIII  Astor  House,  New- York. 
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PHANTASMION,  PRINCE  OF  PAr.Mt.AlVI>. 

From  the  London  Edition,  making  vols.  I  and  II  of  Colman's  Library  of 

Romance. 

EDITED    BY   GRENVILLE    MELLEN. 

"  This  work  is  one  of  the  most  delightful  and  captivating  in  the  English  language,  and 
is  said  to  hare  been  written  by  Mrs.  H.  N.  Coleridge,  daughter  of  the  late  J.  T.  Cole 
ridge.^^ 

A  t'ABK,!,  OR  THE  TENT  PITCH'O,"^ 

BY    N.    p.    WILLIS. 

noi-MAN's  bhaz^atio  i.ibrahy. 

I. 

ATHENIA  OF  DAMASCUS.    BY  RUFUS  DAWES. 

II. 
BIANCA  VISCONTI,  Or  the  Heart  Overtasked. 

BY   N.    P.   WILLIS. 

III. 

TORTESA,  Or  the  Usurer  Match'd. 

A   PLAY   BY   N.    P.    WILLIS. 

{Several  others  for  the  series  in  preparation.] 

TTEEKEX  REPORTS, 

For  the  use  of  Schools— comprising  an  Introduction,  shewing  the  value  of 
the  work,  and  how  to  use  the  Tables. 

BOOHS  FOR  THS  YOUNG. 

A  MOTHER'S  l^IRRAR^  FOI^  EITTEE  FOEKLS. 
Each  volume  complete  in  itself. 

VOL.  I.— WILLEY'S  RAMBLES  to  see  the  house  building 

VOL.  II.— THE  BIRTH-DAY  GIFT,  comprising  a  variety  of  beautiful 
and  useful  little  stories. 

VOL.  III.— THE  PLAY  HOUSE  AND  WORKSHOP. 

VOL.  IV.— NURSERY  SONGS,  by  Mrs.  Follen. 

TAEES  AND  BAEEADS.    BY  CAROLINE  OILMAN. 
In  extra  binding — a  pleasant  and  interesting  volume. 

AUTHENTIC  ANECIMJTES  OF  XFASHINGTON. 

Embellished  with  Wood  Engravings. 
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For  the  use  of  families,  in  2  vols,  square  16mo.  pages  750. 

Price,  $2,  50. 

PARSLEY'S  UNIVERSAI.  HISTORY. 

Illustrated  by  two  hundred  cuts,  engravings  and  maps,  and  executed  in  a 
very  beautiful  style.     A  correspondent  says  : 

"  Parley's  Universal  History  is  an  admirable  compendium  of  history  from  the 
earliest  recorded  times  to  the  present.  It  is  written  in  a  beautiful  and  pure 
style,  and  is  a  very  interesting  book  for  all  readers.  It  is  full  of  captivating 
stories  and  legends,  that  cannot  fail  to  rivet  the  attention  and  excite  further 
curiosity.  But  the  most  important  feature  of  it  is,  that  it  is  based  on  Geography, 
which  is  taught  in  connection  with  history,  and  thus  applied  to  its  legitimate 
end.  In  addition  to  this,  chronological  tables  are  given,  and  also  questions  for 
the  convenience  of  parents-  It  is,  besides,  plentifully  interspersed  with  finished 
engravings  and  maps  ;  all  which  cannot  but  succeed  in  alluring  the  young 
mind  to  knowledge.  It  is  fortunate  for  our  country,  and  promises  well  for 
its  future  happiness,  that  such  attention  is  given  to  the  wants  of  the  people, 
and  that  such  beautiful  mediums  of  instruction  are  provided." 

From  such  examination  as  we  have  been  able  to  give  the  work,  as  well  as 
from  our  knowledge  of  our  correspondent,  and  of  the  publishers,  and  of  Peter 
Parley,  we  think  this  commendation  just.  We  perceive  it  has  been  examined 
and  recommended  by  more  than  forty  of  the  teachers  in  this  city. — N.  Y.  Ob. 

*'I  consider  it  one  of  the  best  works  of  its  talented  and  indefatigable  author. 
Its  style  is  clear,  and  its  plan  shows  the  labour  of  thought.  It  is  based  as  ail 
such  works  should  be,  upon  geography,  and  judiciously  cemented  with  chro- 
nology. It  is  surprising  that  any  analysis  of  so  complex  a  science  as  History, 
should  disregard  what  have  been  so  aptly  called  its  '  two  eyes,' — Geography 
and  Chronology." — L.  H.  Sigourney. 
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